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Father Winrod---“Absent From The Body 
...Present With The Lord” 


. . » By Dr. Gerald B. Winrod 





Father ‘was called to his heavenly 

home Monday morning .. . April 

16, 1945. His body was laid to rest the 

following Thursday in the Maple Grove 
Cemetery of Wichita. 


We miss him terribly. He was a good 
man, a true defender of the Faith. He 
slipped away quietly, without a strug- 
gle, in complete triumph over death. 
He died as he had lived—a true Chris- 
tian and loyal follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Persons close to him say they 
never knew a: man of higher principles 
and more noble qualities of character. 


I shall never be able to explain in 
words what my precious, Father has 
meant to me during the last few years 
of hardship and persecution. His wise 
counsel and power in prayer have been 
a constant source of inspiration and help- 
fulness. His close friends, relatives, and 
members of the Defender Staff, at Wich- 
ita Headquarters miss him most... 
but the entire Cause of Christ throughout 
America will feel the loss. Only eternity 
can reveal the fruit of his labors and the 
results of his exertions in intercessory 
prayer. 

Scores of telegrams, letters, long dis- 


tance telephone calls and other expres- 
sions of sympathy have been received 





the last few days from friends of Father 
who learned of his homegoing. Excerpts 
from some of these messages are repro- 
duced below: 


Rev. Harvey H. Springer, Pastor First Bap- 
tist Church ... Englewood, Colorado: 


Mrs. Springer and I loved Dad Win- 
rod and are made sad to know of your 
great loss. Our prayers are with you 
and your dear Mother. 





Dr. and Mrs. Sam Swain, National Spiritual 
Defense Crusade .. . Akron, Ohio: 


You have our prayers and sympathy 
in the loss of our friend your fine Chris- 
tian Father. We rejoice in his faith for 
it is written absent from the body home 
with the Lord. 





Dr. William T. Watson, Florida Bible Insti- 
tute ... St. Petersburg, Florida: 


Our deepest heartfelt sympathy and 
prayers are with you and Mother in 
your hour of sorrow. Another great sol- 
dier has gone on. Dad Winrod was a 
benediction and blessing to untold thou- 
sands. Our loss is his gain. 


—Turn To Page 24. 








The Order 


Of Service 





URIAL Services for Father were con- 
ducted under the auspices of the 
Byrd-Snodgrass Funeral Home of Wich- 
ita. It was a large assemblage, handled 
on lines which everyone knew Father 
would have approved. 


The service opened with the old 
hymn “Amazing Grace.” and closed 
with “My Heavenly Home”—sung by 
the mixed quartet of the Wichita Gospel 
Center. 


Rev. F. W. May offered prayer. Rev. 
C. E. Peak read the Obituary. For a 
Scripture reading I used Father's favor- 
ite passage—the Ninety-first Psalm 





which he either read or quoted. from 
memory every day for the last thirty- 
five years, until recent weeks when his 
eyesight grew dim and memory less 
retentive. I also read a compilation of 
texts assembled and arranged by my 
Mother. Rev. J. M. Cottrell preached the 
Sermon and gave the. Committal. 


The Obituary 


... As read by Rev. C. E. Peak: 


EV. JOHN WESLEY WINROD was 
born June 21, 1872 in Linn County, 
Missouri. He made his departure from 





mt on 





this life in complete triumph over death, 
through the merits of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Monday morning at 10:20 o’clock, 
April 16, 1945. He was in his seventy- 
third year. 


He is survived by his widow, Mss. 
Mabel Craig Winrod: one son, the Rev- 
erend Gerald B. Winrod of Wichita: a 
sister, Mrs. Lydia Perkins Cobb of Kan- 
sas City: one brother, Mr. James Win- 


rod of Missouri: and three grandchil- — 


dren, Geraldine, John Paul and Gordon. 
The two grandsons are serving with the 
armed forces in the Pacific theater of 
war. The granddaughter is attending 
school at Linden Hall in Lititz, Pennsyl- 
vania. He leaves behind a number of 
other relatives and a host of close and 
intimate friends. 


The Reverend Mr. Winrod was a loyal 
and devoted husband, father and grand- 
father. He was the father of two:sons. 
Irvin Benjamin Winrod, his younger son, 
passed away August 2nd, 1935, at 
Petersboro, Ontario, Canada. 


Mr. Winrod came to Kansas from Mis- 
souri, settling in Wichita in the year 
1899. He enjoyed material success as a 
contractor and builder. But possessing a 
deeply religious nature, and natural 
spiritual insight into the Scriptures, from 
early boyhood when he became a mem- 
ber of the Baptist denomination, he felt 
called to enter definite Christian service. 


In keeping with this vision and desire, 


he became Pastor of an inter-denomina- . 


tional Church in the year 1920. This min- 
istry grew, was honored of the Lord and 
developed into the Defenders Gospel 
Tabernacle of Wichita, where he served 
as Pastor for several years. He con- 
tinued his preaching ministry uniil his 
health began to fail him a few years 
ago. 

Mr. Winrod will be remembered as a 
true, devoted and humble servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.. He will be remem- 
bered as a man of sterling character and 
integrity. He will be remembered as a 
man possessed of a radiant, optimistic 
personality, a man who tried at all times 


—Turn To Page 21. 
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Great Protestant Protest Needed 


Dr. H. B. Sandine ... Editor Of “The Congregational Beacon” 





A recent issue of the “United Evan- 

gelical Action,” Mr. Homer Rode- 
heaver made a statement that should 
cause every true Christian in America 
to stop, look, listen . . . and take inven- 
tory. 


Mr. Rodeheaver had just returned from 
Washington where appeals were made 
to President Roosevelt and other Gov- 
ernment officials for permission to do 
evangelistic work among young men 
and women in various army camps. He 
tells of being given a cold shoulder and 
this fact caused him to ask: “What is 
the matter with Protestants? Why no pro- 
tests? Why so few aggressive evangelis- 
tic efforts? Why no publicity for the little 
that is being done?” 


His reference to the matter of “pub- 
licity” raises a very delicate question. 
Every Preacher, Evangelist and other 
Christian Worker knows that construc- 
tive labors by Protestant leaders. are 
NOT being these days publicized. There 
is unmistakable discrimination against 
those who exalt the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
far as the channels of public information 
is concerned. 


Why this taboo? Where does the pres- 
sure come from that causes radio sta- 
tions to abrupily chop Gospel broadcast- 
ers off the air? Where is the seat of the 
opposition that causes newspaper Editors 


* to deny Christian leaders access to their 


news columns, even some times refus- 
ing to sell them space in the advertising 
sections? 


DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
PROTESTANTS 


I shall cite one example: Last month a 


» nationally known Evangelist was called 










to a large Church in the State of Michi- 
gan for a great series of meetings. The 
Pastor of the congregation has main- 
tained for years a regular, daily broad- 
cast’ over one of the local radio stations. 
It was natural to suppose that the visit- 
ing Preacher would share time with the 
Pastor in delivering morning Gospel 
messages. In fact announcements were 
published to that effect. But the owners 
of the station ,notified the Church that 
because of pressure on the part of a cer- 
tain group, the Evangelist would have 
to be denied access to the air waves. 
This came as a disappointment to thou- 
sands of Protestant families in the lo- 
cality. 


The Church in which the revival was 
held, purchases large space, every 
Saturday, on the Church advertising 
page of the largest newspaper in that 
Michigan city. Copy for their weekly an- 
nouncement was prepared in the usual 
way, announcing the closing services of 
the revival. When the paper reached 
the streets and the homes Saturday eve- 
ning, Christians noticed that the adver- 
tisement was omitted and realized they 
had been slapped in the face. 


A representative of the newspaper 
called the Pastor on the telephone Mon- 
day morning, and stated that he could 
not find out exactly what happened. 
There was no mystery about it at all] In 
that city, there is simply an active group 
that believes in Civil Liberty ONLY FOR 
THEMSELVES and does not want the 
evangelistic message which exalts the 
Lord Jesus Christ, proclaimed over the 
radio or publicized through the press. 


The members of this anti-Christian 
pressure bund are pursuing an exceed- 


Address all communications, except those relating to advertising to The Defender Magazine, Wichita, Kansas. 
For advertising rates write the Religious Press Association, 51 North 52nd St., Philadelphia, Pa. Entered as second- 
class matter January 22, 1927, with the Post Office at Wichita, under Act of March 3, 1879. Published Monthly. 





Why are Protestant Gospel broadcasts 
being suddenly taken off the air in every 
part of the United States? Is it a mere 
coincidence that scores of Preachers 
should be getting the axe, and feeling 
this pressure of persecution, at the same 
time? Station after station has cancelled 
the contracts of Gospel Ministers, with 
no explanation whatever. Who gave the 
orders to thus violate the rights of 
Christ's faithful servants? When news- 
papers began to discriminate against 
the Gospel, then it was that Protestant 
believers turned to the radio. Now they 
are feeling the same pinch and pressure 
at this point. 


The propaganda line being followed 
these days, is to blame Protestanis for 
everything and make them.look like ter- 
rible people in the public mind. This is 
due to the fact, of course, that the real 
Protestant exalts the deity of Christ 


—Turn To Page 4. 
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whom the reds, pinks and liberals hate. 
“Look” magazine, for instance, carries 
the following vicious insinuation in its 
issue of May 1, 1945: 


“Hatred and suspicion divide America. 
On one side, generally, is the white 
Protestant majority. On the other are the 
17,000,000 ‘sub-Americans’ of different 
races and colors—Negroes, Mexicans, 
American Indians, Japanese, Chinese, 
Filipinos—plus the 23,000,000 Catholics 
and 4,500,000 Jews who, because of re- 
ligion, are sometimes shut out from main 
currents of national life.” 


Let us go back and read this quotation 
again, to get the full import of its mean- 
ing. It is typical of what we are constant- 
ly seeing. The obvious purpose of this 
line of attack is to mobilize as many 
groups as possible against the loyal, 
Protestant followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


WHAT IS THE MATTER? 


When I read Mr. Rodeheaver’s report. 
many questions came to my mind, but 
the question that really burned itself 
into my soul was this: “What is the mat- 
ter with Protestants today? Why no Pro- 
tests?” 


Have we forgotten where our name 
originated? We are supposed to be PRO- 
TESTORS against evil. Is it possible that 
Protestants today have forgotten the sig- 
nificance of the word “Protest” as it is 
revealed in the history of the Protestant 
Reformation? 


Those Reformers who turned the world 
upside down and saved civilization, 
dared to Protest. They had positive con- 
victions and were willing to seal the Gos- 
pel with their blood. Have we so soon 
forgotten that great host of persecuted 
saints who paved the way for the Pro- 
testant Reformation with their vigorous 
Protests: the Albigenses, Wycliffe, John 
Huss, Savonarola, Martin Luther, 
Zwingli, Peter Waldo and the Wal- 
denses, William Tyndale, the Huguenots, 
John Knox, George Fox, John Bunyan, 
the Puritans, the Separatists or Pilgrims, 
the Wesleys and many others? Have we 
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forgotten the blood that flowed from the 
Albigenses, the hundreds of Bohemians 
who were slain, the Waldernses, the 
Huguenots, the Great Inquisition and the 
period following? 


Just to turn back and think about these 
illustridus souls will serve to make us 
less timid, as we face the problems of 
the presertt hour. 


Martin Luther, wrote 95 theses against 
the abuses of the Church of his day. 
Arthur C. Zepp in his book, “Modern 
Theses,” says: “Were Luther alive to- 
day, and should he attempt to write 
theses covering the PERVERSIONS AND 
ABUSES which have grown out of the 
Reformation, of which he was the lead- 
ing human instrument, he would need 
greatly to multiply the original number.” 


I think many of us are agreed that the 
Protestant Church has deteriorated spirit- 
ually and become greatly weakened by 
attacks from both the inside and the out- 
side. Apostasy has in many instances 
ruled out the administration and control 
of the Holy Spirit. Our Churches have, 
in large measure, formed unScriptural 
ties with the world. This is described in 
the Word as spiritual fornication. 


An coiiinaaaan was established some 
years ago, called the Federal Council of 
Churches, which professes to speak for 
all the Protestants of America. Of course, 
this pretentious claim is without founda- 
tion, but by infiltrating the Clergy and 


Laity with “damnable heresies” and left- 


wing political radicalism, it has spread a 
great deal of mischief. 


Apostate groups in our midst, like 
crops of tares, forget that the true Church 
is a minority movement and that one_of 
the great mistakes since the days of Con- 
stantine has been that she has attempted 
to usurp temporal power and authority. 
This is “tragic. The fact that the real 
Church, the spiritually-minded body is a 
minority, is not a tragedy, because God 
has always used minorities; but the fact 
that the Church, as a minority, often 
loses the right conception of its position 
in the world is a tragedy. 
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EVANGELIZE, NOT DOMINATE 


Now, this is true of the Church in 
Europe: and it is true of the Church in 
America. This seeking of world domina- 
tion, has been attempted, first, by the 
Roman Church in the Middle Ages, and 
in our day through the much vocal Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, under the 
slogan of allegedly trying to “establish 
the Kingdom of God on earth.” The 
Church has lost an understanding of the 
real significance of our Lord’s Great and 
Last Commission. She has forgotten that 
it is a Commission to go out and evan- 
gelize, not regulate, the world. 


The minority was authorized to bring 
the Gospel testimony to the majority. 
That was the Church’s sole task. The 
Holy Spirit, Whom Christ sent not only 
as “another Comforter,” but as the Ad- 
ministrator of the Church was commis- 
sioned with the task of “calling out” from 
the majority (the world), “a people to His 
(Christ’s) name.” This, He was to do, by 
convicting the world “of sin, of righte- 
ousness and of judgment,” as the minor- 
ity faithfully sought to evangelize the 


majority with the Gospel of Jesus Christ . 


through the testimony of His Word. 


As we peruse the pages of history we 
find that the underlying cause for the 
perversions and abuses of the Church 
of the Middle Ages grew out of ignor- 
ance on the part of individual Christians 
regarding the Bible as the Word of God. 
The underlying cause for the perversions 
and abuses in our present-day is this 
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same ignorance of the Bible as the Word © q 


of God. But in the Medieval Church, the 
ignorance was caused by the fact that 
no Bibles were available for the com- 
mon people. In our day, Bibles are 
available; in fact, millions of copies are 
sold every year: but they have been put 
to ornamental and sentimental use, 
rather than practical use. Protestants to- 
day are doing as the Catholics of the 
Medieval Ages did—permitting the Min- 
isters to do their Bible reading. 


With the invention of the printing press 
and the translation of the Bible into vari- 
ous European languages, and finally the 
English language, a great wave of 
Bible-reading began. In fact, every out- 
burst of new life in the Protestant Refor- 
mation of Germany, France, England, 
the Scandinavian countries, as well as 


all' other European countries, was char- , 
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acterized by a wide-spread reading of 
the Word of God. 


Protests that were uttered did not come 
from the Preachers and Ministers. The 
Laity as well took a very definite part 
in the Protests. And we find in the great 
movements of the Albigenses, the Wal- 
denses, the Huguenots and the Puritan 
movement of England and America, 
they Protested because they knew the 
Word of God, and thereby the will of 
God. The Bible enlightened their hearts 
and minds and sensitized their con- 
sciences. Moreover, they Protested be- 
cause of the perversions and abuses 
that existed in their day, both in the 
organized Church and in the political 
governments of their countries. 


WHY NO PROTESTS? 


Today, there is a great multitude of 
professing Christians. The Bible is the 
world’s best seller. And yet, what appall- 
ing ignorance of the Word of God pre- 
vails! No wonder we have so little Pro- 
test left in Protestantism. Consider our 
own United States which was founded 
by the Puritan Separatists and Pilgrims 
from England and Protesting groups 
from other European countries; founded, 
yes, for one basic purpose—freedom to 
worship God. 


Where were the Protestant Protests in 
1932, when a Presidential candidate 
candidated across the Country on one 
vote-getting plank—the Repeal of the 
Eighteenth Amendment? That challenge 
should have aroused every Christian in 
America to have gone to the polls in. No- 
vember 1932 to vote that candidate 
down. How different would have been 





the history of our Country during these 
intervening years, had they done so. 
Instead, there was no Protest, in fact, 
some of the Christians even supported 
this man. 


Where were the Protestant Protests 
in 1933, when the President insisted ‘upon 
the recognition of Soviet Russia and 
thereby strengthened and advanced the 
Cause of international atheistic Com- 
munism, making another war inevitable. 
This was the most flagrant insult the 
Church has endured in modern times, 
and yet the Protest was too feeble to be 
héard. 


Where were the Protestant Protests in 
1934, when by Presidential decree “the 
cattle on a thousand hills,” multitudes of 
sheep and hogs were destroyed and 
buried with quicklime? And since then, 
acres of corn and cotton and sugar-beets 
and other food stuffs, all given by the 
bountiful love and providence of an 
Eternal God—have been left in the field 
to rot, or plowed under, while multitudes 
in this Country and the rest of the world 
were starving for bread? There were 
only a few Protests. 


Where were the Protestant Protests in 
19388 and 1939, when under vigorous 
pressure from the President, Congress 
passed the Reorganization Act which 
permitted him to “pack the Supreme 
Court” with New Dealers who were be- 
lieved to be in sympathy with his Social- 
istic program, and would interpret the 
laws enacted by Congress according to 
his personal likes and dislikes. 


Religious liberty is always destroyed 
under dictatorship, yet the New Deal has 
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concentrated more and more power in 
the hands of the Executive. This has 
been done in the name of political 
liberalism. But why have so few Pro- 
testant Protests been heard in the land? 


During the past twelve years our 
American Government has fast been 
transformed into a Socialistic State, con- 
trolled by red communists and com- 
munistic-inclined statesmen. Again and 
again, trends and evidence of these 
trends, have been brought to light by 
newspaper commentators who have 








‘dared to tell the truth in spite of smear 


propaganda. But where are the Pro- 
testant Protests? 


Education has been regimented by 
these Bureaucrats: permanent wartime 
control is sought over the lives of every 
American man and woman under sixty- 
five through legislation proposed by the 
White House “palace guard.” If this is 
done, our citizens will have given away 
their last vestige of American liberty 
and the right to control their own lives 
and destinies. Where are the Protestant 
Protests? 


Mr. Rodeheaver closes his report, re- 
ferred to in the first paragraph of this 
article, with this statement, “I still won- 
der if there is some Protestant who can 
get a hearing. I have been told that to 
get a hearing in Washington you must 
have a proposition that is either positive- 
ly destructive or constructive. To start a 
world-wide revival would be the most 
constructive thing any nation could do.” 
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proposition that a world-wide revival is 
possible and necessary, or to the propo- 
sition that we can have a world-wide 
revival now—it remains a fact that un- 
less we do have such a revival here in 
America, that the last vestige of Ameri- 
can way of life, as laid down by the 
Pilgrims and provided in our Constitu- 
tion by our Revolutionary fathers, will 
be destroyed, and along with it, the op- 
portunity to proclaim the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


For several years, sinister forces have 
been working to destroy courageous 
Ministers who have dared to be vocal 
with their Protests. Already sinister 
forces have sought to close the radio to 
the Gospel message. With a communis- 
tic control not only upon our govern- 
ment, but of our labor forces in America; 
with Atheism on the increase in our 
schools and educational institutions; 
and with liberalism, humanism and 
dead formalism controlling a large num- 
ber of our Protestant Churches—Ameri- 
ca’s only hope of survival as a free and 
independent nation, as a nation estab- 
' lished under God—rests in a Holy Ghost, 
Heaven-borne revival. ; 





There is no other way out! In his 
book, “THE APOSTLE TO THE CHINESE 
COMMUNISTS.” Daniel Nelson says: 
“There must be a ‘rebirth’ of Apostolic 
Christianity if we are to combat Com- 
munism victoriously. There must be a 
back-to-God movement which shall be 
so tremendous in its scope that the whole 
world shall take cognizance of its power. 
There must be an awakening which will 
startle all Christians who have been 
hibernating, and have never lifted one 
finger to solve the problems of the world. 
The leaders of Christendom must rally 
to the cause of Christ! Jesus must be 
made the center of all Christian en- 
deavors. Oh, that God would stir the 
Christian Church of the world into a pas- 
sion for the redemption of mankind! 


“During the first centuries of Christian- 
ity, millions of Christians died martyrs 
to the Cause of Christ. Writing from this 
period St. Hilary says, ‘The Church 
counts her victories by her wounds.’ If 
the Christian Church shall continue, it 
must be willing to be so aggressive that 
its enemies shall begin to afflict new 
wounds. There is a famine in the Chris- 
tian Church today. Not so much a famine 
of cattle and corn but a famine of conse- 
cration, a famine of love, a famine of 
sacrifice, a famine of application of the 
principles of Jesus. ‘Show me the nail 
prints,’ the world cries. The Author ¢ 





Christianity carries with Him His identi- 
fication marks from Calvary. Where are 
the scarred Christians of our modern 
world? Have we lost the insignia of the 
Redeemer of mankind? Show me the 
nail prints, thou confessing Christian! 


“Yes, there must be more martyr spirit. 
A soft religion is not the religion of Jesus. 
A pleasure-seeking religion is not the re- 
ligion of Jesus. A luxury-cushioned re- 
ligion is not the religion of Jesus. A stag- 
nant religion is not the religion of Jesus. 
A dying religion is not the religion of 
Jesus. The religion of Jesus is a religion 
which tests the strongest soul. The re- 


‘ligion of Jesus is one of hardship. The 


religion of Jesus is one of persecution. 
The religion of Jesus is one of sacrifice. 
The religion of Jesus is one of consecra- 
tion. The religion of Jesus is to follow in 
the footsteps of the martyred Son of God. 
It is a stony path. It is a thorny path. It 
is a bloody path. But it leads to life 
eternal. 


“Where are the twentieth - century 
martyrs? O, thou unproductive civiliza- 
tion. O, thou barren Christianity. The 
world is filled with sinners. Where are 
the saints of God? Come forth, O 
martyrs of God‘s Church!” 


Yes, come forth, ye PROTESTING 
PROTESTANT Christians, and let your 
PROTESTS be heard and known. —~ 








Murder 


In A Church Yard 


Rev. Lee C. Fisher . . . Indianapolis, Indiana 
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This article is devoted to a tragic 
experience in which Mr. Fisher 
participated a few months ago... 
while doing evangelistic work in 
the mountains of a certain southern 
state. It will acquaint Christian 
readers with an appalling Mission- 
ary need existing within the bord- 
ers of our own Country. 











NLESS some real providential pur- 

pose is to be served, I hope I shall 
never have to go through another ex- 
perience like the one that came into my 
life last year, while preaching in South- 
ern mountains. 


A friend of mine, a mountain Sheriff, 
was murdered in front of the little church 
where the evangelistic services were be- 
ing held. But looking back upon the 
ordeal, I ‘have this consolation: The 





Gospel of Christ, faithfully proclaimed 
by men and women of missionary 
vision, is making those hills a better 
place in which to live. It was my happy 
privilege to contribute something to this 
change through the preaching of the 
Word. 


* * € 


It was morning in Laurel Creek hollow. 
Nature had thrown a delicate veil of 
mist diagonally across the peaceful little 
valley, and the perpendicular columns 
of smoke from a dozen cabins visible at 
Log Mountain, stood upright like sen- 
tinels announcing the beginning of a 
new day. It was autumn and the morn- 
ing sun revealed myriads of multi- 
colored trees, which in their glory, 
blanketed the slopes and hills. Laurel 
Creek wound its way lazily through the 
kodachromatic scene, and this laziness 
symbolized the spirit of the people which 
moved in those mountains. 








They are not lazy in the sense that 
they lack physical vigor or stamina. 
They just cannot see any logical reason 
for rushing around like fqlks do at the 
County seat. “Al’lus rushin’ and never 
gettin’ no place,” Uncle Henry always 
said. 


You see, these mountain folk have a 
background which can be traced to 
some of the finest Anglo Saxon blood 
in Britain. More than 150 years ago, a 
group of English Settlers came to this 
part of America and located in the broad 
valleys of the Clinch river. They laid 
out their towns, built homes and became 
progressive, God-fearing citizens of the 
newly settled land. But their children, 
being of adventuresome and pioneering 
dispositions, migrated to the his where 
coal and wood abounded. Transporta- 
tion was difficult and rdads so few, that 
they had no means or desire to go back 
to town where their forebears settled. 
They just stayed in the hills. 
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They love the hills, the trees and the 
streams. The world of business, speed 
and competition holds no charms for 
them. In the words of Cole Porter's song, 
the essence of which has rung in their 
hearts for decades, they pine, “Don’t 
Fence Me In.” 


BE A SAMARITAN 


These interesting folk of the hills 
loathe the idea of being hedged in and 
love their physical freedom. But at the 
same time, while boasting of their geo- 
graphical freedom and unfenced hills, 
they are in reality “fenced in” by fears, 
hatreds, superstitions and _ inhibitions 
due to isolation from progressive Ameri- 
can life. 


Because of the number of families 
which retired to the hills in an early day, 
intermarrying soon became a necessity. 
Cousins married cousins, other rela- 
tives mated, and the blood became 
somewhat weakened by unnatural in- 
termingling. This biological fact, to- 
gether with indifference toward the out- 
side world, is a basic reason for some 
of the appalling conditions existing in 
paris of the mountainous country of the 
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beautiful Southland today. The situa- 
tion offers a genuine missionary chal- 
lenge. 


In the one County of which I write, 
during a period of less than thirty 
months there were forty-nine murders. 
During that same period, only fourteen 
boys from the County lost their lives in 
the combat zones of the present war. In 
other words, there were three murders 
in this County, for every boy who gave 
his life on the field of battle. 


I mention these things, not to create 
disrespect for the well-meaning people 
of these hills, but that the Christian pub- 
lic might better understand the crying 
need of Gospel Evangelization in our 
own untouched areas. The Master said: 
“Both in Jerusalem and in all Judea... 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
My heart thrills with love for Foreign 
Missionary enterprises, but I fear that 
in our enthusiasm we have sometimes, 
like the Levite, passed by on the other 
side of the road. These hill people, like 
the man who traveled to Jericho, have 
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fallen among “thieves.” They have 
fallen prey to economic isolation and 
educational neglect, but worst of all to 
spiritual disenfranchisement, due to the 
indifference of Protestant Missionary 
leaders. 


GRACE VERSUS HATE 


Now. back to Laurel Creek Valley. I 
saw this beautiful valley first in the 
summer when the hills were scented 
with ripening blackberries. Mrs. Fisher 
and I were invited by the Mission Board 
to conduct a series of revival services 
in the little white Chapel nestled down 
in those hills. We were gratified with 
the simplicity of the people, their genu- 
ine courtesy arid frank honesty. 


To our delight they accepted us. We 
immediately gained their confidence. 
We tried at all times to be deserving of 
their hospitable attitude. On the warm 
summer nights, the rough, rocky trails 
leading through the hollow were filled 
with little groups of people, on their 
way to the “continued meeting”—as 
they called it. They sat in wide-eyed 
wonder as we sang Gospel songs with 
the accordion, and preached straight- 
forward messages which they could 
understand. Literally scores accepted the 
invitation, and in tears repented of sin 
and found freedom from fears, hatreds 
and malices harbored through the years. 








As a result of these successful meet- 
ings, we were asked to remain for a 
few months as Pastor of the little, strug- 
gling Church. Challenged by the hearty 
response of the people, we accepted the 
call and began our ministry among 
them. 


Little did we dream of witnessing a 
tragedy, which to the mountain people 
would be considered just another “kill- 
ing” ... but to us would represent a 
great testimony to the power and Grace 
of God. The experience was destined to 
prove that Grace can reverse the natural 
law of hatred, even in those bloody hills, 
where feuds and shootings have been 
part of social existence for many 
decades. 

—Turn To Page 8. 
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INTRODUCING GEORGE BARTIN 


Yes, it is Fall. The autumn leaves have 
turned to gold. They rustle with almost a 
musical sound as we swish our way 
through them, down to tell Uncle Henry 
that our Men’s Brotherhood will meet 
tonight, and we want him to be sure to 
attend. Uncle Henry is a typical old 
Mountaineer. Gaunt, raw-boned and 
over seventy. But, don’t let his age and 
physique deceive you. Although he 
looks like he is wired together, you will 
have to run to keep up with him on a 
squirrel hunt. He is sort of a retired 
Deputy Sheriff, and comes in handy 
when trouble puts in its ugly appear- 
ance. 


We never expect trouble, but experi- 
ence has taught us to be prepared. So 
we never have any kind of a service 
without a peace officer present. The 
temptation to start trouble is not nearly 
so great with gn armed officer of the 
law on hand. 


Well, if peace officers mean success- 
ful meetings, we are certainly headed to- 
ward a good time, for my loyal and de- 
voted friend George Bartin is among 
the first to arrive at the meeting. I am 
glad to see George because he is one 
of the finest men in the entire Settle- 
ment. George had taken a new stand 
for the Lord in our Revival, and scarce- 
ly missed a single service. I can see 
him now, with his face aglow, as the 
congregation sings his favorite song. 


Farther along we'll know more about 
it: 
Farther along we'll understand why. 
Cheer up my brother, live in the sun- 
shine, 
We'll understand it all bye and bye. 
This man’s new interest in Christian 
work had been a topic of conversation 
among the folk of the community. For 
George had been, in the past, one of the 
most dangerous men in the Settlement. 
He had carried his share of moonshine 
liquor over the hill to the mining com- 
munity, for sale and consumption. His 
fast draw had forced many a man to 
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lay down a pistol. At one time he was 
wanted and sought for by the Federal 
Government, but this happened before 
repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment. 
Even now, the lawless men of the lo- 
cality feared George. Every man knew 
that under his bulging coat, dangled 
from a leather holster a Smith and Wes- 
son Special, loaded and ready for 
action. 


TRYING TO AVOID TROUBLE 


As the evening sun silhouetted the 
pines of Log Mountain in its gradual 
descent, George sat crouched in typical 
hill style with several men forming a 
friendly circle about him. Pine whittlings 
covered the ground, as they whittled 
and talked slowly of the not too impor- 
tant things which men discuss when 
visiting leisurely. 


Hearing a rustling of leaves in the 
road, I glanced in the direction of the 
noise, to see Jim, George’s son mounting 
the stile which led over the fence. He 
joined the group with a happy “Howdy 
men!” While waiting the arrival of 
more men for the meeting, we looked 
up the road and saw two staggering 
figures coming toward us. As they ap- 
proached, George rose and said, “Bill 


Purdy, I told you to go on home.” Bill, 


a moonshiner who had never worked a 
day in his life, shouted, “I'll go home 
when I d—— please.” 


At that, the Deputy jumped over the 
stile, laid hold of Bill, and said: “Al- 
right, I'll have to take you to jail.” 


“Oh! Jim! Go up and get the car, I'm 
going to take this man to town,” com- 
manded the officer to his son. George 
Bartin was determined there would be 
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no trouble af the Church that night, if 
it was in his power to _a the dis- 
turbance. 


Jim was a good boy, probably in his 
middle twenties. He was trustworthy, 
strong and a hard worker. Above all, he 
was one of my best helpers in the 
Church. Though timid in taking the ini- 
tiative, he was Sunday School Super- 
intendent, and assisted me in every 
way possible. If there were any ques- 


tions in my mind about Jim possessing . 


a true Christian spirit, the next few mo- 
ments would completely sweep them 


away. 
AN UNSPEAKABLE TRAGEDY 


As Jim started up the hill to get the 
ar, George, his father brought Bill Purdy 
over the stile and announced that he 
was under arrest. Bill, intoxicated and 


angry. mumbled  half-caudible oaths 
beneath his breath. 
Renford Bayless, Bill’s companion 


started to saunter down the road alone, 
but suddenly turned back and walked 
shame-facedly into the group of men. 
He edged his way close and stood right 
next to me. Addressing Bill, he said: 
“Come on, let’s go down the road.” 


Bill said, “No, they're going to take 
me up the road to jail.” Renford Bayless 
answered: “Well, come on, and we'll 
go up the road, or down the road, as we 
please.” 


I looked at George and saw his stern 
set jaw: his eyes were flashing. Every 
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man in the group knew that something 
would break loose shorily. As I eyed 
George, suddenly he made a lunge at 
Bayless and grabbing him by the 
shoulders, said, “What have you got in 
your hand there?” 


It dawned on every one of us that 
Bayless had reached into the bib of his 
overalls for a pistol. As they scuffled 
there was a shot, and then another. 
Purdy kept yelling between oaths, “Kill 
him, kill him!” 


George was trying to keep Bayless 
from killing him, but to every man’s 
amazement who knew him, made no 
effort to shoot the one who was de- 
termined to take his life. As the fourth 
shot was fired my friend fell to the 
ground, mortally wounded. 


Everyone rushed to his side. I looked 
up to see Renford Bayless running 
through the woods. “A murderer getting 
away,” flashed through my mind. i ran 
after him, praying for strength. At length 
I overtook him, and brought him to his 
knees. He began pleading for mercy. I 
had no thought of striking him. 


What a picture that must have been! 
A preacher and a murderer... the 
preacher rendered powerless by the 
Grace of God to strike the man who had 
just shot his good friend. 


Soon other hands relieved me of the 
criminal, and.I ran to the side of the 
wounded man. He was unconscious, 
dying. 

A MIRACLE OF GRACE 


“Quick, bring a car, we must get 
George to the doctor immediately, if we 
hope to save his life,” I ordered. We 
were soon in two cars, on our way down 
the mountain side toward town. Jim 
drove the front car. Bayless, the mur- 
derer, sat by his side. George was lifted 
to the back seat and propped up with 
pillows between two relatives. His 
brother-in-law sat on his left: and his 
brother sat on his right. I took the 
Sheriff's wife and two children in my 
car and started on a wild ride over al- 
most impassable roads. There was a 
hospital in the town. 
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In our excitement we made a serious 
mistake. The law of the mountains is, 
“an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth.” We made the mistake of putting 
the murderer in the car with those rela- 
tives, who though good mountain men, 
were sure to kill Bayless if George died. 


The brother of the dying man loaded 
the pistol which belonged to Bayless, 
and sat in the back seat with one hand 
on the failing pulse of his brother and 
the other holding the gun at the back of 
the murderer’s head. He warned: “If 
George dies, you'll die too!” 


_ And now we come to the miracle of 
this incident. By all the laws of accepted 
tradition and custom in those hills, this 
man was destined to die. There was no 
escape for him. That is, until we take 
into account the fact of divine Grace. 
We were soon to see an almost un- 
changeable natural law reversed, be- 
cause of the Grace of God dwelling in a 
human heart. 


Soon George’s weakening pluse flut- 
tered and stopped. His brother snapped 
back the trigger and trained it on the 
center of Bayless’s skull. Renford Bay- 
less began to plead and pray, “O Lord, 
don’t shoot! My God! Don’t send my 
soul to hell!” As the man who was 
guilty of a heinous crime was about to 
be plunged into the darkness of eternity 
without Christ, A MIRACLE OCCURRED. 
Tears began to stream down Jim’s face. 
He stopped the car. He pleaded with his 
uncle. He begged. He prayed. He wept. 
He entreated him to have mercy on the 
one who had killed his father. “It won't 
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do any good now, Uncle Ben. Daddy’s 
dead. Please don’t kill him. He’s not 
ready to die!” 


As a result of this amazing interces- 
sion on the part of my Sunday School 
Superintendent, the uncle finally laid the 
gun in his lap and Jim proceeded on his 
sad journey to town. What emotions 
must have been his, as he drove toward 
the morgue with the man who had killed 
his father at his side. 


“I'M PROUD I DIDN'T” 


It was a warm aufumn evening. 
Weeks had passed. The smoke of forest 
fires filled the evening air with the frag- 
rant odor of pine smudge and burning 
leaves. Jim and I sat together and 
watched the moon as it scaled old 
Canteen mountain. 








There was not much to be said. So 
many things had transpired. Our emo- 
tions, so taut, had subsided somewhat 
and we were just trying to think through. 
Out of the stillness, Jim said: “Preacher! 
I can’t figure it all out. I don’t know why 
I didn’t want that man killed. I know it 
wasn’t because I was afraid. It wasn’t 
because I thought it was wrong. There 
was like something warm coming over 
me—like when you love somebody and 
yet you don’t want to love them, and I 
just didn’t want to kill him, and I didn’t 
want my uncle to kill him, either. 
Preacher, I’m sure proud that I didn’t.” 


—Turn To Page 10. 
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Right there I was paid for every sacri- 
fice I had made to work in those moun- 
tains. Right there I saw Christianity in 
action. Right there was one of the creat- 


est sermons I have ever heard. Right 4 


there was proof that the Gospel of 
Christ avails to bridge the chasm of 
hatred, retaliation, revenge and tradi- 
tion. 


I will make no attempt to give this 
story the interesting sequel that it de- 
serves. Suffice to say, I, having appre- 
hended the murderer, unwittingly got 
myself into a feud all my own. For 
weeks there had been rumors from 
every quarter of connivance to take my 
life. But once more God's power proved 
adequate for the circumstances which 
seemed to conspire against us. Prayer 
was answered, the enemy was con- 
founded, and our work in the community 
terminated peacefully and harmonious- 
ly. Renford Bayless was dealt with ac- 
cording to the orderly process of the law. 


So let us be reminded that whether 
in the ice deserts of Tibet, the jungles 
of Africa, the burning sands of Arabia, 
the bloody maze of war, or in the prob- 
jem areas of our own Country, THERE 
3S A CHRIST FOR EVERY CRISIS... 
and a God adequately able to cope with 
every human and spiritual need. 


NUGGETS 


It may be your prayer is like a ship, 
which, when it goes on a very long voy- 
age, does not come home laden so soon; 
but when it does come home, it has a 
richer freight. Mere “coasters” will 
bring coal, or such ordinary things; but 
they that go afar to Tarshish return with 
gold and ivory. “Coasting” prayers, such 
as we pray every day, bring us many 
necessities, but there are great Prayers, 
which, like the old Spanish galleons, 
cross the main ocean, and come home 
laden with golden freight. 











—Spurgeon. 
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That Book, sir, is the rock upon which 
the Republic rests. 


—Andrew Jackson. 





No man ever gave himself to his work 
with greater and more undeviating devo- 
tion than John Wesley. One day he was 
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asked: “Supposing you knew that you 
were to die tomorrow night at twelve 
o’clock, how would you spend the inter- 
vening time?” “Why, just as I intend 
to spend it now. I should preach this 
evening at Gloucester, again at five to- 
morrow morning. After that I should 
ride to Tewksbury, preach in the after- 





noon, and meet the societies in the eve- 
ning. I should then repair to friend 
Martin’s house, who expects to enter- 
tain me, converse and pray with them 
as usual, retire to my room at ten o’clock, 
commend myself*to my heavenly Father, 
lie down to rest, and wake up in glory.” 


—Beardsley. 
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IVILIZATIONS like individuals pro- 

‘gress through various stages of de- 
velopment: birth, childhood, youth, adult- 
hood, old age and decline . . . and final- 
ly pass off the stage of action. 


Destiny decrees that each nation shall 
perform a specific mission and make a 
contribution to the welfare of the race 
as a whole. When the task is completed, 
it ceases to exist. However, the people 
do not become extinct. The racial char- 
acteristics survive in the great melting- 
pot of humanity. 


For instance ... Perhaps the average 
person thinks of the people who consti- 
tuted the Babylonian, Grecian and Rom- 
an Empires, as ceasing to exist when the 
gévernments—the economic and politi- 
cal systems of these countries passed off 
the scenes. But this is not the case. If 
such were true, there would be no need 
for the science of archaeology. Civiliza- 
tions disappear but leave their “foot- 
prints on the sands of time” through arti- 
facts to be examined by the archae- 
ologist. 


Man has always been an explorer. He 
is curious to know about conditions be- 
yond his place of abode. He also wants 
to know about the past so as to com- 
pare earlier standards of living with the 
present. Therefore, he penetrates every 
nook and corner of the earth, in search 





of new knowledge. Archaeology stems 
from this quality of the human soul. 


Many strange discoveries have been 
made, but nothing more remarkable 


than that which comprises the subject of | 


the present study, namely—THE MOST 
MYSTERIOUS CITY IN THE WORLD. 


THE CITY OF PETRA 


We are in the peninsula of Sinai. It 
embraces an area of a little more than 
ten thousand square miles, made im- 
mortal through connection with the Old 
Testament and Moses’ escape from 
Egypt. 

Sinai was known to the ancient Baby- 
lonians. The first recorded mention of 
the territory is found in their documents, 
produced about 3500 B. C. Even then 
it was inhabited by a people of ad- 
vanced civilization. The peninsula is as 
old as time. Geologically, it was 
never beneath the sea, as have been 
other parts of the earth. 


In my lecture on the regions of Sinai 
I have the habit of saying, somewhat 
whimsically, “It hasn't rained there 
since the second day of creation.” An 
appropriate symbol of the land would 
be a granite mountain, a camel and 
somewhere in the picture, a Bedouin. 
Except in the northern part, within about 
fifty miles of the Mediterranean by way 
of the coast of Palestine, it seldom rains. 
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If a shower happens to occur, the male 
Arab removes his clothing, lies down 
upon a rock, and takes a shower bath. 
This may happen about once ‘in a life 
time. 


Let it be remembered that distance in 
any part of Arabia is not measured ac- 
cording to what we would call miles, 
but rather by water-holes. One who has 
never had experience in the desert, such 
as exists between the ranges of Sinai, 
cannot form in the mind an adequate 
picture of a truly “dry and thirsty land.” “ 
The temperature at the pass that leads 
to the Oasis of Hazeroth is an average 
of 172 degrees. 


I regard the lost city of Petra as be- 
ing the most mysterious city in the world. 
Prior to the present war, the place could 
be reached by airplane. But this mode 
of transportation makes it impossible for ‘ 
the tourist to see the beauty—the savage 
beauty, along the way. I have visited 
Petra a number of times, once by air- 
plane, but I do not like the air route 
except for speed. 


So we shall approach the mysterious 
city by a rough, difficult, wild trail... 
but the results will be well worth the 


exertions. ‘ 


; 
SEEING THE ROSE TEMPLE 


Our starting-point is the head of the 
Gulf of Akaba, a desert town called 
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Gohr that extended as far north as the 
southern end of the Lebanon Mountains. 
Leaving Elath and its beautiful palm 
trees, we turn our faces toward the 
northeast. Our camels are the best. We 
are equipped for delays, dried-up water- 
holes and other unexpected things not 
supposed to occur in desert travel—but 
which do happen. 


The upward climb begins almost im- 
mediately. We start at sea-level and the 
plateau ahead of us ascends to a height 
of something over eight-thousand feet. 
The ascent starts gradually but be- 
comes more steep and precipitous as 
we proceed. The Wadi-Musa (River of 
Moses, as the Arabs for centuries called 
it), is finally reached. 


In reality, the Wadi has a brook flow- 
ing in its channel choked with great 
boulders, shadowed by beautiful olean- 
ders and other flowers, all in turn tran- 
scended by wild fig-trees. This is one 
place where the traveler leaves behind 
the modern man-made canyons of the 
big cities: he leaves behind the tower- 
ing walls of masonry, the twentieth- 
century cliff dwellings . . . and enters 
the very soul of nature. He finds him- 
self in the presence of indescribable 
natural beauty. Even the rock walls add 
glory to the scene for they are rose-red, 
such as thé brush of an artist will never 
reproduce on canvas. 


We are making our way forward and 


upward amidst primeval surroundings. | 


Suddenly the gorge widens, then ends 
. « - and before our gaze bursts unex- 
pectedly the most wonderful, breath-tak- 
ing and bewildering sight that a mortal 
may expect to behold upon this earth. 
There stands before us a limpid, delicate 
ROSE TEMPLE. r 


The Temple is not built, but carved 
from the mountain side, extending into 
the precipice. The facade was not 
created by man and placed in its posi- 
tion. It was hand-carved from the moun- 
tain’s face. At first glance it reminds us 
of a huge, delicately traced cameo. The 
observer must pinch himself to be con- 
vinced he is not dreaming a poppy-in- 
duced dream like the ancient Egyptians 
used to produce to make time cease and 
eternity begin. 


Let us awake from our dream, and 
understand what our eyes are actually 
beholding! 


LOWELL THOMAS’ DESCRIPTION 


After visiting Petra, Mr. Lowell Thomas 
wrote the following description: “Here 
among the immemorial and perfect ruins 





of a lost civilization, stands a city into 
which few. travelers have ventured. It 


is known as Rose Red City, half as old 


as time, carved out of enchanted moun- 
tains of Edom. It lies deep in the wilder- 


ness of the desert, not far from Mount 


Hor, where the Israelites are believed to 
have buried their great leader, Aaron. 


“Spreading off to the Northwest before 
us, were magnificent ridges of white and 
red standstone. About sixty miles to the 
North lay the Dead Sea, and beyond, 
disappearing in purple and gray haze, 
the Central Arabian Desert. The peaks 
ahead were the sacred mountains of 
Edom. 


“KAll travelers who have visited Petra 
have marveled at the wonderful tints 
of its sandstone cliffs. It is carved from 
the rocks, the colors of which beggar 
description at certain hours of the day. 
As we stood and beheld the city, we 
wondered at times whether we were 
awake, or whether we had not been 
transported to fairy land on a magically 
colored Persian carpet. 


“It is a scene to stir in one’s heart 
those emotions which » ever led man 
to worship his Creator. the buildings 
have elaborate facades, but within they 


) 





are simple and austere. The magnitude 
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and beauty of them, even now, strikes 
one with awe. But now the only inhabi- 
tants of the Rose Red City for hundreds 
of years, have been the countless mil- 
lions of brilliant wild flowers that flour- 
ish in the cracks of hundreds of former 
palaces and temples, and twine them- 
selves around half-ruined columns.” 


HUMAN SACRIFICE 


The Rose Temple is called “el Khaz- 
neh,” by the Arabs. The term means ~ 
“Treasury.” An immense Urn surmounts 
the edifice. It has been believed by na- 
tives, from time immemorial, that this 
Treasury contqins a fortune beyond the 
wildest’ dreams of even the Oriental 
mind. To the present moment, the Urn 
has not been opened. Whether it is hol- 
low and has a movable lid ... or is a 
solid, has not been determined. Arabs at 
various times have used it as a target for 
rifle practice, but their bullets produce 
no visible effect. 


From the Urn one is able to get a 
panoramic view of the entire Rose City 
which lies in a valley, or more properly, 

_@ basin, almost circular in form. This 








—Turn To Page 14. 
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basin is more than a mile across one 
way ... and three-quarters of a mile 
the other. Yet from the vantage point of 
the Urn it appears to be almost a perfect 
circle. The upper part of the basin con- 
tains an ancient fortress, many tombs, 
amusement places and other ruins. We 
are standing at an altitude of about nine 
thousand feet. while the city beneath us 
is approximately one thousand feet 
above sea level. x 


The sun Is rising over the eastern 
horizon. The sight before our eyes can 
never be forgotten. All the colors and 
shades of the rainbow burst into an in- 
describable conflagration: white, ver- 
million, saffron, pink, orange, crimson 
and other variations. It is as if some\ 
giant hand had poured all the colors 
into a great kettle and was stirring them 
with a huge ladle. 


We find what appears to be an end- 
less stairway. almost a mile in length 
leading to the mountain tops, finally 
terminating at one of Petra’s “High 
Places.” An earlier article in The De- 
fender discussed several such High 
Places of the Bible—knolls on which re- 
ligious rites and cersmonies were ob- 
served, associated usually with the 

% tragic ordinance of human sacrifice. 


Petra’s principal High Place is known 
as the Mount of Sacrifice. Here we find 
two altars and two obelisks. One of the 
altars is hollowed out in a manner to 
form a fire-box for a furnace or fireplace, 
used in connection with sacrifices. What 
terrible scenes must have been enacted 
here in the days when Petra was popu- 
lated by human beings! Was the custom 


On one of my trips there, the bowl was 
found to be full of water. Our Arab guide 
threw aside his clothing and took a bath. 
How different from its original purpose! 


The other altar is rounded and has a 
blood pool into which the blood of the 


animal blood pour into this receptacle? 
Undoubtedly human blood. 


After man fell into sin, he killed ani- 


of blood sacrifice, or the fact of Atone- 

,ment for the remission of sin, was in- 
| troduced—looking forward to Calvary 
and the sacrifice of God’s Lamb for the 
sins of the world. This original knowl- 
edge became distorted and perverted, 
and with the passing of centuries, de- 
generated into the horrible system of hu- 
man sacrifice built up among ancient 
peoples, discovered in recent times by 
} the archaeologist. 


THE OCCUPANTS OF PETRA 


The High Place which we have just 
explored was dedicated to the god 
Dhu-Shara and the goddess Allat. How 
closely were the worship and ceremon- 
fes carried on here, related to those of 
Yucatan and Mexico? I cannot avoid 
the conclusion that both groups were 
groping for a solution to the sin problem 
and somewhere in their pagan, clouded 
backgrounds was a knowledge of the 
fact that “without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission for sin.” 


Close by also stands the most ancient 
High Place of all the Semitic peoples in 
this area. It consists of two monoliths 
carved from solid rock, the symbol of 
phallic worship, the oldest known to fall- 
en man. Space is not available in the 
present Defender to properly discuss 
monoliths . «. so the reader’s attention 
must be directed to reference works in 
libraries for further study into this in- 





triguing phase of the subject. 
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race and once more seeing 
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victims drained. Did human blood or 


mals and blood was thereby shed to pro- \ 
vide “coats of skins.” Here the necessity 
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From where we are standing, the eye 


can see Mount Hor in the dim distance 
to the northeast. By using glasses, we 
can pick out the top of the dome of the 
tomb of Aaron. Doing so, we look across 
the city of Petra with more than a thou- 
sand palaces, temples and places of 
amusement. It is a veritable fairy land, 
a dream city. We find difficulty in be- 
lieving we are really awake. The sides 
of mountains ‘are shot everywhere with 
rose-colored strata, bordered by blue 
porphyry, streets literally garbed in 
laurel, the walls surrounding the basin 
dyed in the colors of oleanders. 


Presently our eyes rest upon a great 
amphitheater, carved in the base of the 
mountain ‘that leads to the High Place 
where we are standing. The stage is 120 
feet across. In front, we observe the or- 
chestra pit, where the only music now 
heard is the howling of jackals. 


~ Who were the first inhabitants of this 
enchanted Garden of Allah? For an > 


answer to this question we must go back 
to the earliest form of human culture: the 
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THE SOURCE 


We search the world for truth. We cull 
The good, the true, the beautiful, 

From graven stone and written scroll, 
And all old flower-fields of the soul; 
And, weary seekers of the best, | 

We come back laden from our quest, 
To find that all the sages said 

Is in the Book our mothers read. 





—Whittier. 





’ Troglodyte or cave dwellers. High upon 
the sides of cliffs, we find their carved 
out dwellings, where they were safe 
from both beast and marauding man. 
Here, for centuries, there lived a com- 
munity now faded into the mists of an- 
tiquity. But archaeological science has 
something to say about the people and 
their racial characteristics. 


Examining the artifacts and homes of 
the original inhabitants of the Country 
now called Palestine, we find that its 
earliest people were Troglodytes. They 
lived in limestone caves on the ridge that 
one time formed the western shores of | 
the great body of fresh water which was 
known as Ghor. The same culture exist- 
ed at Gezer as Petra. The cliff-dwellers 
of Petra eventually ventured beyond their 
retreat and travelled northwest, migrat- 
‘ing to Gezer. We have found artifacts | 

and caves which they left behind. 


The next occupants of Petra, in 
chronological order, were members of 
the same racial stock as that from which 
the ancient Egyptians stemmed. A tra- 
dition exists among Arabs that even 
Pharaohs lived in Petra. There now re- 
mains no question but that this territory 
was once under the government of 
Egypt. What more beautiful place could 
have been chosen by ruling classes as 
a resort for retirement and relief from the 
worries of public life? 


OBADIAH'’S PROPHECY 


* In the days of Abraham, the range 
of mountains to which Petra belonged 
was known as Mount Seir. This was the 
name of the entire range, not just an 
isolated péak. It was here that Esau and 

~ his followers settled. Late in life, he 

y changed his name to Edom. Petra was 

‘ the home of the Edomites. Many of 
Esau‘s descendants still live in the 
tegion. This area, as a whole, is known 
in the Bible by the Hebrew word, 

“Selah”—which simply means “rock.” 


x 

About 100 B. C., the Nabataeans con- 
quered Edom. The empire thus formed 
extended ts far north as Damascus... . 
as far west as Gaza in Palestine .. . and 
eastward to the central part of the penin- 
sula of Arabia. The peoples within the 
boundaries of that one-time empire are 
now called Arabs. Greek geographers 
designated the area, “Arabia Petraea.” 


Vv During the reign of the Nabataeans, 


Petra became a caravan center for trade 
from the interior of Arabia, Persia, India, 
Palestine, Syria, Egypt and even across 
the Mediterranean. For six hundred 
years it prospered as no other city 

the world, even surpassing Rome in 
some respects. In the year 131 A. D., the 
Roman Emperor Hadrian paid the place 
an official visit and praised its beauties 
and wonders. At that time the popula- 
tion exceeded two hundred thousand. 


© The book of Obadiah is devoted to 
| the Edomites. Verses 3 and 4 refer spe- 
cifically to Petra: “The pride of thine 
heart hath deceived thee, thou that 
dwellest in the clefts of the rock, whose 
habitation is high; that saith in his heart, 
Who shall bring me down to the ground? 
Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, 
and though thou set thy nest among the 
stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith 
the Lord.” ed 


t 


The curse=end doom of the city i« 
further announced in verse 8: “Shall I 
not in that day, saith the Lord, even 
destroy the wise men out of Edom, and 
understanding out of the mount of 
Esau?” Bs 


These words were literally fulfilled 
. and about the year. 536 A. D., the place 


Why from — 





this enemy-battered island. ‘tGod was 
with us,” says General Dobbie, Malta’s 
praying, fighting defender. 
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of the Rose City became lost to the 
thoughts of man. It was completely con- 
quered by Trojan in 105 A. D., and be- 
came a part of the Roman Empire. With 
the decline of Rome, Petra disintegrated. 
Antigonus, the traveler and historian, 












‘ 


visited Petra in 301 B. C. The zenith of | 


its strength was reached in the second 
century B. C. 


Yet, during the days of the Aposile 


Paul, it was still influential and main- 
tained one of the greatest libraries in 
the world. After being let down over the 


walls of Damascus in a basket and flee- | 
ing from his persecutors, he secluded | 


himself in Petra. “And after that many 
days were fulfilled, the Jews took coun- 


sel to kill him. Then the disciples took | 
him by night, and let him down by the, 


wall in a basket.” 
—Turn To Page 16. 
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Paul said) that he Neibdiibed not with | 
flesh and blood,” but departed “into 
i Arabia.” He)spent three years studying 

in theelibrary at Petra. 
At length Obadiah’s curse took effect. 


The Rose City: passed from the knowl- 
edge of men for many centuries, only at | 
} 


long last to be discovered by the Swiss 
Explorer Burckhardt. 


There are Bible teachers who believe 
Petra has been preserved as a place of 
hiding and seclusion for a remnant of 
believers during the great tribulation— 
when they will flee from the wrath of the 
Antichrist in Jerusalem. Dr. W. E. Black- 
stone even went so far as to translate 
portions of Scripture and prophetical 
writings and store them in the city, 
awaiting the influx of the remnant. 





Such teachers point to Revelation — 
12:14, which Weymouth renders as fol- 
lows: “Two wings of a great eagle were 
given to enable her to fly away into the . 
Desert to the place assigned her, there 
to be cared for, for a period of time, be- 
yond the reach of the serpent.” (This in- 
terpretation is given without comment.) 


Editor’s Note: Dr. Kinnaman’s article on 
“The Personal Appearance of Jesus,” in the 
April Defender . . . will be continued in the 
June issue. 


The Development Of Religious Music 


Evangelist Phil Kerr . . . Glendale, California 





FoR several generations the question 

of musical instruments in the Church 
was the basis of bitter controversy——dur- 
ing colonial times in the new world. 
Early colonists, particularly the Quakers, 
Baptists, Presbyterians and other “dis- 
senters,” objected to the use of a Church 
organ, which wag variously called “the 
Devil’s bagpipe” and “the kist of 
whistles.” 


The first organ brought to America 
was imported by Thomas Brattles, treas- 
urer of Harvard College, to be placed 
in his Boston home. At his death in 1713 
this instrument was willed to his Church, 
but not accepted. Another religious 
group, adherents of the Church of Eng- 
land, finally accepted it. Brattles’ heirs 
stipulated that the Church “procure a 
sober person that can play skilfully 
thereon with a loud noise.” The organ is 
still in existence, a precious possession 
of St. John’s Church of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. 


To illustrate the intense partisanship 
which developed over the use of instru- 
ments, two incidents may be related: 


In 1763 a Philadelphia Minister de- 
clared that “there were only three kinds 
of beings who were not charmed with 





the harmony of music—the Devil, the 


Quaker and the ass.” The second inci- 
dent concerns an elderly Presbyterian 
Minister who was invited to preach in 
a Church which had recently installed 
an organ. When called upon to lead in 
prayer, the visitor indignantly ex- 
claimed, “Call on the machine! If it can 
sing and play to the glory of God it can 
pray also. Call on the machine!” 


PREJUDICE BREAKS DOWN 


Even the use of a pitchpipe (to start 
congregational singing) was frequently 
opposed. Often the leader of the sing- 
ing was forced to smuggle his pitchpipe 
into the service, and use it stealthily to 
find the right key. 


The first American Christians to allow 
the use of musical instruments in their 
services were the Moravians, centered 
largely in Pennsylvania. In records of 
their early activities, many references 
are found to violins, clqrinets, trumpets, 
trombones, harps and organs. 


The Moravians’ enemies often pointed 
to the statement of the Lord in the Book 
of Amos, “I will not hear the melody of 
thy viols,” and the condemnation pro- 
nounced by Amos on persons who 
“chant to the sound of the viol, and in- 
vent to themselves instruments of 
music.” 
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Adam Clarke, the noted commentator . 
and pulpit orator, declared: “Music, ‘as 
a science, I esteem and admire; but in- 
struments of music in the house of God 
I abominate and abhor.” 


Early Methodists werg also slow in 
accepting musical instruments, follow- 
ing the example of the Wesleys, who 
said that they “had no objection to in- 
struments of music in our churches, 
provided they are neither heard nor 
seen.” 


The first organ ever built in America 
was installed in New York's Trinity 
Episcopal Church in 1737. In 1770 a re- 
markable event occurred—a Congrega- 
tional Church in Providence installed the 
first organ ever to be used by a non- 
Episcopal Church in America. Other 
Churches followed, and soon the preju- 
dice against musical instruments in re- 
ligious worship largely disappeared. 


EARLY HYMNS AND BOOKS 


During the first hundred years of 
American colonization, emphasis was 
placed upon hymns and hymnals of 
English origin. The hymns of Watts and 
Wesley and Cowper were brought to 
America, and enjoyed wide circulation. 
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One of the earliest all-American hym- 
nals was Dr. Nathan Strong's “Hartford 
Selection of Hymns,” published in 1799. 


The next important American hymnal 
was issued in 1815 by a Congregational 
minister, Dr. Samuel Worcester. His 
book was unique in that it included a 
section of tunes. Previous hymnals had 
printed only the words, special tune- 
books being provided for the leader and 
the choir. Worcester also introduced an- 
other custom: he prefixed letters to the 
lines of each hymn, indicating the ex- 
pression to be used. A meant “very 
slowly.” O meant “loudly,” and such 
like. 


In 1824 there appeared a compilation 
entitled “Village Hymns,” published by 
Rev. Asahel Nettleton. This book, intro- 
ducing “From Greenland’s Icy Moun- 
tains” for the first time, became popu- 
lar and required many editions. 


Many early hymnals failed to print 
the names of hymn authors. It is sur- 
prising to notice the many mistakes 
made in this connection. “Village 
Hymns” ascribed the authorship of 
“Jesus Lover of My Soul” to Cowper in- 
stead of Wesley, and “Love Divine All 
Love Excelling” to Whitefield instead of 
Wesley. Such hymns as Wesley's “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing” were left 
anonymous. 


Rev. Joshua Leavitt's “Christian Lyre.” 
first published in 1831, required twenty- 
six editions, its popularity resulting from 
the fact that Charles G. Finney used it in 
his great revivals. Leavitt was the first 
publisher to print words and music on 
opposite pages. In Worcester’s earlier 
book the music had appeared in a spe- 
cial section at the back of the book. 


Another of Leavitt's innovations 
aroused a furore of opposition from the 
more formal Churches, but met with 
the enthusiastic. approval of Finney’s 
huge revival audiences. He introduced 
arrangements of well-known secular 
melodies which could be sung with 
Christian words. 


To combat Leavitt's use of “current 
love songs, vulgar melodies of the street, 
the circus and the ballroom,” Lowell 
Mason and Thomas Hastings jointly 
published “Church Psalmody,” and, in 
1832, “Spiritual Songs For Social Wor- 
ship.” It was in the latter book that “My 
Faith Looks Up to Thee” made it initial 
appearance, and also “The Morning 
Light Is Breaking.” 


GOSPEL SONGS INTRODUCED 


The great revival flames kindled by 
Moody and his contemporaries in the 





post-Civil War era gave birth to the 
“Gospel song.” Previously, most Chris- 
tian songs had been “hymns,” directed 
upward in reverence for things eternal. 
Now there came into prominent use the 
Gospel song, sung directly to people, 
songs of testimony and exhortation. The 
last two decades of the nineteenth cen- 
tury produced a host of Gospel song 
writers,—Bliss, Stebbins, Crosby, Lowry, 
McGranahan, Hewitt, Gabriel, Excell, 
Bradbury and others. 


Gospel song books enjoyed huge cir- 
culation. Sankey’s “Gospel Hymns,” first 
published in London during 1871, re- 
quired many editions, with total sales 
running into millions. One of Robert 
Lowry’s Gospel song books, published 
in the 1870’s, sold one million copies. 
Philip Bliss published a book titled “Gos- 
pel Songs” which netted royalties ex- 
ceeding thirty thousand dollars. William 
Bradbury turned out more than sixty 
different books, all of which enjoyed 
wide circulation. William Doane pub- 
lished forty books. Even as early as 
1852, Lowell Mason’s book titled “New 
Carmina Sacra” sold a million copies. 


The study of early American hymns 
would not be complete without men- 
tion of the singing-school, an American 
institution, began in pre-Revolutionary 
days and still enjoying popularity in 
many Southern states. An _ itinerant 
music-teacher, traveling about the coun- 
try on horseback, would spend several 
days in each community, giving music 
instruction to gatherings in farmhouses, 
schools, churches or on the public 
square. Singing-school sessions would 
climax with great song-fests, to which 
large crowds would come. 


Many of the leading personalities in 
the history of Christian music in America 
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(Lowell Mason, George Stebbins, Philip 
Bliss and others) were singing-school 
teachers in their early days. 








Even now. singing-school conventions 
are regularly held throughout the South, 
always attended by good crowds. One 


—Turn To Page 18. 
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of the greatest of modern singing-school 
promoters was Virgil Stamps, who died 
in 1940. For many years he sponsored 
“all-night singing jubilees” in the larg- 
est sporis-arena in Dallas, programs of 





music which attracted huge all-night 
crowds. 


The tremendous influence of the sing- 
ing-school may be seen in the fact that 
every major hymnal-publisher finds it 
necessary to issue hymnals in both 
round and shaped notes. Shaped notes, 
totally unfamiliar to the majority of 
Americans, are used almost exclusively 
in singing-schools, with the result that 








many Southerners are unable to read 
“round note” music. 


In round-note music, all notes have the 
same shape. Their position upon the staff 
determines the musical tones which they 
represent. In shaped-note music, vari- 
ous notes have different shapes; some 
are round, some square. The kind of a 
shape which the note has determines 
the musical tone which it represents. 





Changes At Washington Expected | 





April 17, 1945, an International 

News Service dispatch from Wash- 

ington contained the following prognos- 
tications ... 


* * * 


Highest political circles in Washington 
are convinced today that President 
Harry S. Truman will completely re- 
organize the federal administration in 
due time without giving offense to the 
memory of his beloved chief, the late 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


A major shake-up of the Cabinet is 
certain. 


The new President's first important ap- 
pointment, his friends say, will be the 
choice of John Wesley Snyder, St. Louis 
banker and former head of the defense 
plant corporation, as federal loan admin- 
istrator. Snyder may be named this week 
to take charge of the vast federal lend- 
ing agencies that Jesse Jones managed 
before being “fired” to make room for 
Henry A. Wallace as Secretary of Com- 
merce. 


The Cabinet shake-up will come grad- 
ually. There will be no immediate 
changes. Each change Mr. Truman 
makes will come in an orderly manner 





so as to prevent any disturbance to the 
war effort or the home front economy. 


SIX CHANGES—SIX MONTHS 


One of Mr. Truman’s closest friends 
told International News Service: 


“It will be at least six in six; six Cabi- 
net changes in six months.” 


The changes contemplated by the 
President, this friend said, are intended 
not so much, to replace New Dealers 
with deserving Democrats as to give 
notice to the world that the power of 
the Frankfurter-Hopkins-Rosenman clique 
has ended in Washington. He referred 
to the group of the late President's ad- 
visers led by supreme court Justice 
Felix Frankfurter, Presidential Adviser 
Harry L. Hopkins and Presidential at- 
torney Judge Samuel Rosenman. 


Hopkins and Rosenman already have 
submitted their resignation to Mr. Tru- 
man. They will be accepted. 


CABINET SHIFTS 


The cabinet officers, whose departure 
is expected eventually, are: 1. Secretary 
of State, Edward R. Stettinius: 2. Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Henry Morgenthau, 
Jr.: 3. Secretary of War Henry L. Stim- 
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son; 4. Attorney General Francis Biddle: 
5. Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes; and 6. Secretary of Labor Frances 
Perkins. 


There is terrific speculation in all 
Washington circles over cabinet replace- 
ments. Some of this speculation is fan- 
tastic. 


It seems apparent, however, that 
James F. Byrnes, the former “assistant 
President” to Mr. Roosevelt is Mr. Tru- 
man’s choice to replace Stettinius as 
secretary of state but not until after the 
San Francisco Conference ends and 
probably not until after its treaty is rati- 
fied by the Senate. 


Byrnes reportedly was promised the 
post by the late Mr. Roosevelt before it 
went unexpectedly to Stettinius upon the 
retirement of Cordell Hull. 


Byrnes is now advising Mr. Truman 
on foreign affairs. He will represent the 
President personally at the San Fran- 
cisco parley. 


GEORGE IN LINE 


Sen. Walter F. George of Georgia, 
chairman of the Senate finance commit- 
tee, tops the list of possibilities as a suc- 
cessor to Secretary of the Treasury 
Morgenthau. Congressional leaders, who 
favor this appointment, say George 
would establish complete harmony be- 
tween the administration and congres- 
sional committees dealing with federal 
finance during the trying reconversion 
period. 


If Mr. Truman prefers to have George 
remain in the Senate to handle new tax 
legislation the treasury post is expected 
to go to Banker Snyder of St. Louis. 


Hugh A. Fulton, New York attorney, is 
regarded as a “cinch” for attorney gen- 
eral. Fulton was Mr. Truman’s choice as 
chief counsel for his Senate committee 
which investigated the war effort. Fulton 

















is a former assistant attorney general. 
He has been at Mr. Truman’s side ever 
since he assumed the presidency. 


* * * 
The above prognosis, written by a 


Washington reporter, will encourage 
the hearts of patriotic, Christian Ameri- 





cans who have viewed, with bated 
breath, the radical, left-wing, Communis- 
tic trend at the Nation’s Capital during 
the last few years. New Dealism has 
carried our Country far toward totali- 
tarianism, in seeking to bring about the 
“overthrow of democracy throughout the 
world.” 
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May God grant that the pendulum 
shall quickly swing back ... so that 
Civil Liberty shall remairi secure in this 
part of the world regardless of what 
happens elsewhere. 














Our Post-War Task 


Theodore W. Engstrom ... Editor, The Christian Digest 








Mr. Engstrom is serving with the 
armed forces, having taken leave 
of his editorial labors for the dura- 
tion. Since entering the service, he 
has constantly watched for’ op- 
portunities to faithfully represent 
his Lord. He is now director of 
public relations at Torney Hospital 
. - - Palm Springs, California. 











Fo the past several months I have 

been stationed at a United States 
Army General Hospital, both as a pa- 
tient and member of the Command. I 
have been in constant contact with 
crippled, maimed and ill overseas 
casualties. 


In these months, I have come to the 
conclusion that the American Christian 
public needs to be awakened, rudely if 
necessary, to the responsibilities which 
lie before the Church of Jesus Christ. 
There is a problem arising which few 
Christians out of the Armed Forces seem 
to realize exists. 


Every day hundreds of wounded, sick 
and maimed servicemen are returning 
from overseas battlefronts for hospitaliza- 
tion. Many are receiving medical dis- 
charges from the Army and being re- 
turned to civilian life. It has been my 
experience in talking to these young 
men about to doff the khaki for “civies” 
once again, that they are frequently em- 
bittered, feeling life has given them a 
raw deal. They realize that many in 
civilian life are far better off materially 
and financially than they ever were be- 
fore. Not a few of these men—minus a 
limb, permanently disabled, or their 
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bodies racked by malaria and disease, 
are coming home with one thought in 
mind ... and that is to get everything 
they possibly can from those who are 
living in comparative ease and luxury. 


These are not returning to civilian life 
to attend Church. Somehow, their suf- 
fering has not brought them closer to 
God. The man who lacks a definite ex- 
perience with Christ, is not now the least 
bit interested in the Church or its ac- 
tivities. It has been my experience that 
the average soldier has little concern 
about the things of the Lord. He is not 
interested in his own spiritual life or 
welfare. He lives for today, permitting 
tomorrow to bring what it may. 


If these men are to be reached with 
the Gospel, the message of salvation 
must be brought to them. This is the 


problem facing Christian people. It is a 
problem which has not even been seen 
by the average believer at home. Your 
son, your brother and that friend of 
yours is not coming back the same as he 
went away. He has been exposed fo the 
basest sins. Too many have become 
heavy drinkers. There is only one thing 
that can help him in his dilemma and 
that it a personal relationship with God’s 
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


A short time ago while home on fur- 
lough, I heard a fine Christian Naval of- 


ficer say that in a year spent at his pres- - 


ent station, he had not met and known 
one other born again believer. In my 
Army experience, I have met but few. 
This is the tragedy of the days in which 
we live. The point I wish to make is 
this: The war is not leading people to 
Christ and it is up to each and everyone 
of us, who know the power of His trans- 
forming presence, to double our efforts 
in carrying the story of the Cross to:men 
in uniform. 


Yet, we have been reading and hear- 
—Turn To Page 20. 
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The following Associated Press dis- 
patch was released from Méscow, April 
21, 1945: © 


“The magazine ‘War and the Work- 
ing Class,’ addressing commentators 
abroad, said today ‘it would be a com- 
pletely hopeless business to demand 
that democracy in all European coun- 
tries be constructed exactly along British 
or American lines.” | 


“Replying to questions raised abroad 
about democracy in the liberated coun- 
tries of Europe, the writer, Alexander 
Sokolov, said: 


‘“'There is no dispute over the fact 
that there is a difference between the 
democracy which is fulfilled in the 
Soviet Union and the democracy which 
exists in a number of other countries.’ ” 





The use of the word Democracy be- 
comes a misnomer when applied, in 
any sense, to atheistic, communistic 
totalitarianism. There is no such thing 
as civil liberty in Soviet Russia. NO 
CHRIST, NO LIBERTY! . . . Communism 
is anti-Christ. 


During the course of a speech on the 
floor of Congress, March 13, 1945, Con- 
gressman Rich uttered these significant 
words: 


“I say we want to drive the Com- 
munists out of America. There is no room 
for them here. They are going to tear 
down our Nation. That is their object. 
We just do not want any of that here in 
America. We want true, sound Ameri- 
cans. We want people who believe in 
America and the American form of gov- 
ernment, who believe in our laws, and 
who obey them. Communists tear down 
our laws, they disobey our laws, and 
they want to destroy our Government. 
We want our Government and we do not 
want Communists.” 
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ing.much about men in combat praying 
and looking to God for help. Practically 
every veteran with whom I have talked, 
who has been under fire, or flown on 
bombing missions, or met the enemy 
face to face, has said: “Of course I 
prayed. Who wouldn’t?” And, they gen- 
erally believe God heard and miracu- 
lously answered their prayer. They have 
been impressed. However, when asked 
if they still pray and have surrendered 
their lives to Christ, not one of the 
many with whom I have talked, could 
answer in the affirmative. Who has 
failed? Why haven't definite decisions 
been made? Who is at fault? 


One infantryman, twenty-two years of 
age, but because of his experiences, 
looked thirty-five, told me of serving 
twenty-three months in India and Burma, 
and seeing considerable combat: Dur- 
ing these months, he said that all he 
could look forward to was the next time 
he and his buddies could consume more 
liquor. “There was nothing else to do,” 
he said, “and we had to find some way 
to relax. Getting drunk helped us to for- 


get.” This young fellow admitted that 
he had never touched liquor at home. 
Who is at fault? 


Another young Air Corps sergeant, an 
engineer gunner in a B-24, made forty- 
five bombing missions over Europe be- 
fore he and his crew were shot down 
and he lost a leg. “Sure I prayed,” he 
said, “every time I went up.” He had 
been decorated with the distinguished 
flying cross, the purple heart and other 
awards. “But,” he questioned with an 
expression of sorrow, “What good will 
these decorations do me in facing the 
problems of life? How can I go out in 
civilian life again and make anything 
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of myself?” This lad was (hut deeply 


hurt. Oh! how he needed the solace 
and comfort that Christ alone can givel 


Such instamces can be multiplied 
many times. Restless, worried, bitter, in- 
jured, sick soldiers dread the future. 
They feel that the odds are against them 
and they hardly know where to turn. 
They are coming back by the thou- 
sands. What good things are they re- 
ceiving from those at home? 


On every hand these fellows feel 
they are being betrayed by a flippant 
trend which seemingly does not realize 
what they have actually been through 
in the holocaust of war. They are not 
looking for glitter and excitement, but 
rather resent such an attitude. They need 





something steadying. They need Christi 
Will they. as was the case in the last 
war, turn their backs upon a Church 
which allows the folks at home to be so 
shallow and thoughtless? 


America needs to be stirred to the 
depths of its soul, shaken from the pres- 
ent state of complacency and be made 
to see that our supreme need is speedy 
evangelism—a great, sweeping revival. 


Increasingly, as the days go by, we 
will be faced by the task of rehabilitating 
these men with shattered minds, bodies 
and spirits. The only solution is to, in as 
effective a way as possible, present to 
them the great Physician, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is our post-war task. Are 
you equipped for your part in it? 
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At this moment, I have in my heart a 


prayer. As I assume my heavy duties, I |. 


humbly pray to Almighty God in the 
words of Solomon: “Give, therefore, thy 
servant an understanding heart to judge 
thy people, that I may discern good and 
bad, for who is able to judge this thy 
so great people?” ...I ask only to be 
a good and faithful servant of my Lord 
and my people. 
—President Truman. 


With malice toward none; with char- 
ity for all; with firmness in the right, as 
God gives us to see the right—let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in: 
to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow, and his orphan; to 
do all which may achieve and cherish a 
just and lasting peace among ourselves, 
and with all nations. 

. —Abraham Lincoln. 


A man has deprived himself of the 
best there is in the world who has de- 
prived himself of this, a knowledge of 
the Bible. 

—Woodrow Wilson. 


I have now disposed of all my property 





to my family. There is one thing more I 
wish I could give them, and that is the 
Christian religion. If they had that, 
and I had not given them one shilling, 
they would have been rich, and if they 
had not that, and I had given them all 
the world, they would be poor. 
—Patrick Henry. 


Phillips Brooks was correct when he 
said of Christ: “His power is greater 
than all the armies that ever marched, 
all the navies that were ever built, all 
the parliaments that ever sat, and all 
the kings that ever reigned.” 


The religion that makes the purest 
and happiest homes will always be the 
best for any country. If Christianity does 
that, it is the best of all religions... 
There are but two religions—Christian- 
ity and paganism, the worship of God 
and idolatry. A third between these is 
not possible. 

—Jacobi. 


The disappearance of the sturdy, inde- 
pendent-minded, freedom-loving  indi- 
vidual and his replacement by a servile 
mass mentality is the greatest human 
menace of our time. 

—Jan Christian Smuts. 
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to faithfully represent the Lord Jesus 
Christ and to be of service to his fel- 
low man. He will be remembered as a 
loyal, Bible-believing Christian whose 
faith in the great fundamentals of his- 
torical and evangelical Christianity 
never wavered. 


Those who knew him best, understood 

. his close walk with the Lord Jesus Christ 
* and rich life of prayer, will feel that his 
homegoing leaves earth poorer, but 
makes heaven richer. 


The Sermon 


... As preached by Rev. J. M. 
Cottrell and stenographically 
reported: 


SHALL read three verses from the 

fourteenth chapter of Mark’s Gospel: 
also two verses from the eleventh chap- 
ter of I Corinthians: 


“And he sendéth forth two of his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Go ye into 
the city, and there shall meet you a man 
bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. 
And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye 
to the goodman of the house, The Master 
saith, Where is the guest-chamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my 
disciples? And he will shew you a large 
upper room furnished and prepared: 
there make ready for us.” “The Lord 
Jesus, the same night in which he was 
betrayed took bread: and when he had 
given thariks, he brake it, and said, 
Take, eat: this is my body, which is 
broken for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” 


The Lord Jesus, the night before His 
death, gathered his friends together. He 
knew that the time for His departure was 
at hand. He knew He was to be taken 
with wicked hands, and slain—for He 
had come for the suffering of death. that 
He might taste death for every man; 
and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to 
bondage. 


He had been telling his friends, who 
loved Him most, that He was to depart, 
and that they could not go with Him. 
But, said He, “Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid, for my 
peace I give unto you. And I am going 





Rev. J. W. Winrod . . . shown in the role 
of a happy grandfather. 





to prepare a place for you, a place with 
lots of room; room for all my friends, my 
loved ones, in my Father’s house. And 
then I am coming for you, that where I 
am there you may be also.” 


He knew that the time for His de- 
parture was at hand—and He did not 
want to be forgotten! 


He wanted, so very much, that all the 
precious moments of blessed fellowship, 
every act of mercy, every deed of kind- 
ness, every word of compassion, should 
be remembered. It was an hour for 
memory. They were not to mourn the 
loss of a dead friend and loved one; they 
were to remember Him! 


Because of memory they did not lose, 
they couid not lose Him. He lived in their 
memory, in their hearts, in their lives. 


The words He had spoken they re- 
peated; one to another, and they told 
others. All their lives they recounted 
every act of mercy, every deed of kind- 
ness, they repeated” His every word of 
compassion. They reminded each other, 
they told others, and in their talking and 
in their telling, He lived in their memory. 
He was alive, able and vigorous as ever, 
a living Lord Jesus, a living reality. And 
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so the Church was born in the hearts of 
those who remembered Jesus! 


And so it is with us today—We shall 
not sorrow as others who have no hope. 
We shall not mourn the loss of a dear 
friend. Sadness and grief shall not fill 
our hearts. But we will remember and 
be glad. This is an hour for memory! 


Father Winrod is alive, as fresh and 
vigorous as when in the very prime of 
his life, in our memory today! He would 
want it to be so, and, I am sure that we 
want to, and will, retain him in our 
memory. He shall not be forgotten! 


Father Winrod will be remembered: 
As a loyal husband, Who for forty-six 
years loved and cherished, cared for and 
watched over, in distress, in adversity, 
and in prosperity, the wife whom he 
loved. His widow, Mrs. Mabel Craig 
Winrod, will always remember him as 
a loyal provider—a true, devoted hus- 
band with never a stain, at any time, 
upon his personal character. 


Father Winrod will be remembered as 
a loving father, who provided the best 
within his power for his children. As 
one who always wisely guided and 
disciplined his children with a care- 
ful and steady hand. 


Dr. Gerald, you will always remem- 
ber your father—you will continue to 
talk about him, you will tell others of 
his life-habits and influences. Through- 
out your ministry, in Bible Conferences, 
Evangelistic services, by the printed 
page, Father Winrod will live and con- 


.tinue to be a rich blessing because you 


will remember your Father. Wherever 
your voice is heard in all this great land 
of ours—in the far-flung, out of the way 
places, as well as in the larger centers 
of population where your printed min- 
istry shall take the truth for which the 
Defenders’ Movement stands—Father 
Winrod will be known and loved by 
many who have never seen his face or 
heard his voice, because you have re- 
membered. 


Father Winrod will be remembered as 
a friendly neighbor. He will be remem- 
bered by those among whom he lived. 
Friendly groups of neighbors, enjoying 


—Turn To Page 22. 
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the fellowship of an evening hour to- 
gether, shall sit and talk of the warm 
hearted, true friend and respected neigh- 
bor who was so kind and Christian. All 
over Wichita, Father Winrod will con- 
tinue to live, because he will be remem- 
bered by his neighbors. 


Father Winrod will be remembered as 
a faithful Pastor, loyal to the old Gospel, 
as one who sincerely preached such 
fundamental truths as the Supernatural 
Inspiration of the Scriptures, the Deity 
of Christ, the Virgin Birth of Christ, the 
Visible Bodily Resurrection of Christ, the 
Blessed Hope of the Second Coming of 
Christ, the Doctrine of the New Birth as 
the means of salvation, and the precious 
fact of a Spirit Filled life. These great 
fundamentals of the Faith comprise the 
foundation upon which his public min- 
istry was built—for these he shall al- 
ways be remembered. 

His far reaching influence and use- 
fulness can best be illustrated through 
an experience enjoyed by a prominent 
Citizen of Wichita, who, a few days ago 
while on business in Washington, D. C. 
met an Army Chaplain. This Chaplain 
has seen hard service, with the boys at 
the front. during this present war. He 
has been under fire; and on the battle- 
field had led many dying boys to ac- 
cept Christ. These two men—the man 
from Wichita and the Chaplain, fell 
into conversation, quite by chance. 
Wichita was mentioned. The Chaplain 
said, “I was converted there. I used to 
be in the theatrical business. I was play- 
ing in Wichita. One night I happened to 
go into a Church called the Defenders 





Growing Old 


A little more tired at close of day 

A little less anxious to have our way 

A little less ready to scold and blame, 

A little more care for a brother’s name, 
And so we are nearing our journey’s end, 
Where time and eternity meet and blend. 


A little less care for bonds and gold, 

A little more zest for the days of old, 
A broader view and saner mind, 

And a little more love for all mankind, 
And so we are faring a-down the way 

That leads to the gates of a better day. 


A little more leisure to sit and dream, 
A little more real the things unseen, 

A little nearer to those ahead, 

With visions of those long loved and dead. 
And so we are going where all must go, 
To the place the living may never know. 


— Rollin J. Wells. 





Tabernacle. I was in deep trouble and 
everything seemed black at that mo- 
ment in my life. I heard a good old 
gentleman preach a sermon, and I ac- 
cepted Christ. I gave up my theatrical 
work, went to a Theological Seminary, 
and am now in the ministry.” 


The boys who were led to Christ by 
this Chaplain, and are with their Lord, 
were there to welcome Father Winrod 
last Monday morning when he went 
home. I am sure that by now they have 
all expressed their gratitude to him for 
his faithfulness in preaching the Word 
and winning souls to Christ. This is but 
one example of the usefulness of Father 
Winrod’s ministry—and for this he shall 
be remembered! 

Best of all, Father Winrod will be re- 
membered as a Christian—just a plain, 
good, honest, sincere, loving, devoted 
Christian! What more can be said of 
any man, any human being, called upon 
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to travel the highway of this earth-life? 


As a Christian he has always done 
his part in keeping alive the memory of 
the Lord Jesus, all that he said; all that 
he did was for the glory of the Lord 
Jesus. 

The story is told of a business man in 
one of our large eastern cities, who, on 
his way home from the office found a 
small boy lying unconscious near the 
curb of the street upon which he was ° 
driving. Stopping his car he gathered 
the boy tenderly in his arms and plac- 
ing him carefully in his car, took him 
home. He called in a doctor who, minis- 
tered to the boy until, regaining con- 
sciousness, and looking about in won- 
der at the beautiful furnishing of the 
palatial home, suddenly cried out in 
amazement, “Where am I?” 


When assured that he was among 
friends, he said, “I must go home, Mom 
will be waiting for me. There’s just the 
two of us. Mom works scrubbing floors 
while I help with selling papers and 
shining shoes. She'll be waiting and 
wanting me to come home.” So, upon- 
completing a careful examination, the 
doctor gave his consent. The business 
man took the boy to the address given, 
and after putting him on the porch with 
a friendly, “So long, sonny,” went back 
to his business. 

Weeks went by, the incident was for- 
gotten by the business man, buried 
under the cares and duties of a busy 
life. One day, while riding to an appoint- 
ment on a street car, he felt a boy’s arms 
stealing around his neck, and a boy's 
voice whispering in his ear a happy. 
“Hello, Mister.” Turning, he looked into 
the freckled face of a typical American 
boy, and said, “Hello, sonny. But.I am 
afraid you are mistaken, for I don’t be- 
lieve I know you.” With a little boy’s 
frank thankfulness, spreading over his 
face, he said, “But I know you, Mister, 
I know you, for you are the man who 
fetched me home.” 


Monday morning, on his forty-sixth 
wedding anniversary, Father Winrod 
went home—he went to meet Jesus, the 
One Who climbed that steep, rugged 
road, Who suffered Himself to be cruel- 
ly maltreated and then crucified upon a 
hilltop called Calvary, for us. He has 
met, face to face, the Saviour whose 
memory He helped keep alive, and I 
am sure that in great numbers men and 
women, boys and girls, have been com- 
ing to Father Winrod in deepest grati- 
tude, saying in the language of the little 
boy, “Thank you Mister, you are the 
man who fetched me home.” 


May we, you and I, as in memory’s 
heart we keep always a freshened pic- 
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He suffered a great deal in his body 


cme te gor he entoyed complete |[ | Study Prophecy Systematically = 


triumph over death. There was no strug- 
gle whatever. He simply raised his ; il 
arms, and speaking to his nurse said, em 
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of cr ty me ~aoed page a sists of approximately 75,000 words. Price 
prayed and rea . : a. d ° ve UU. 
He told his son that he knew definitely we $1.00 complete 12 courses $10.00 
he was soon to leave. . Endorsed by Pastors and Evangelists 
Father Winrod had the very best of r representing no less than twenty different 
care. His nurse, Mrs. Jesse Smock, was et” denominations. Praised by Christian Edu- 
like an angel in the sick room. His cators and Fundamental Magazines. Rec- 
widow, Mother Winrod, was constantly ommended by Laymen, Sunday School 
at his side. He had the very best medi- Teachers and Bible Students generally. 
cal care through the services of Dr. One Preacher says: “The best Bible Course 
Paul Noffsinger. Persons who went in Dr. Edward Fehr on Prophecy I have ever seen. Contains 
and out of his stiiaaitients, testify that he cane. Hearne, new, striking material that challenges 
was a benediction to their souls. He was of “The Prophetic deepest thought and meditation.” 
happy, radiant, optimistic, full of hope. 


When he spoke of death, he spoke of it 


ee REV. J. J. ENGBRECHT, President Sunnyside A BARGAIN 
whatsoever. Bible School, Freeman, S. D., says: “With an inten- Course, Sublighed 

During the recent days that Gerald sive craving for tangible, prophetic knowledge, I 6 ee 
Wimrod and his Father were together— have spent money, time and energy at Prophetic mimeograph form, 
Dr. Winrod singing, praying, reading the Conferences, listening to great men. I searched for sieee. "hook 4 
_ Scriptures, the hymn that F ather Winrod a prophetic course, backed up entirely by the Word a Hae Do ® 

seemed to enjoy most was “Amazing of God. Then Dr. Edward Fehr was recommended to for. $1.00. It is 
Grace.” Because he enjoyed it so much, us as a specialist in prophecy. We called him. Our bi pe Chris. 
the quartet sang it in the opening part Faculty and students were amazed and captivated.” tian service and 
of this service. Father Winrod also asked not financial gain. 
that the hymn “My Heavenly Home” be 
sung at his funeral—and the quartet 
will sing that number at this time. 
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Prophetic Bible Conference Bureau 
Post Office Box 353 
Topeka, Kansas 





CITY AND STATE 




















Amen. 
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Rev. and Mrs. J. William Bostrom, South- 
side Baptist Church . . . Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia: 

We sympathize with you in the loss of your dear 


Father. We are mailing an offering for flowers 
or burial expenses as you deem best. 





Dr. W. O. Love, Hazel Park Baptist Church 
. . « Detroit, Michigan: 
Our prayers are with you during the sadness of 


your Father’s homegeing but know you are com- 
forted by Romans 8:28. 





Rev. Lucius B. Compton, Eliada Orphanage 
. .. Asheville, North Carolina: 

Just learned of the home going of your Father. 
How happy he is now for he has finished his 
labors. Revelation 14:13. Remember we love you 
and are praying for you all. 


Rev. Clarence Erickson, Chicago Gospel 
Tabernacle . . . and Evangelist Raymond T. 
Richey: 


We extend our deepest sympathy and assure 
you of our prayers in your grief. Both of us 
have recently passed through identical valley. 
I Thessalonians 4:14-18. 





Rev. Ralph E. Boyer, York Gospel Center 
. .- York, Pennsylvania: 
Have carefully checked train and plane sched- 


ules. Sincerely regret impossible to come. The 
comfort of the eternal Word be yours. 





Rev. Harry H. Hodge, President United 
Gospel Tabernacles . . . Beaumont, Texas: 


Our hearts go out to you and your bereaved 
family in this hour of sorrow. May God comfort 
you and Mother by His Word and Spirit. The 
Church here is praying for you. 





Mr. William E. Mealing, Religious Press 
Association . . . Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: 


My colleagues join with me in extending to 





you and to your family our deep and most sin- 
cere sympathy. 


Dr. J. F. Rodriguez, Superintendent Span- 


ish Defenders Missionary work ... San Juan, 
Puerto Rico: 


Spanish Defenders mourn with you Reverend 
Winrod’s homegoing to Gloryland. 





7 
Rev. Charles Fisher, Portland Gospel Taber- 
nqcle... Portland, Indiana: 


Our sympathy and prayers are with you and 
yours in your hour of grief. May God comfort 
your heart. 


Dr. W. D. Herrstrom, Editor Bible News 
Flashes . . . Minneapolis, Minnesota: 

Father Winrod was my friend and I mourn with 
you this great loss. 


Rev. Harry T. Clark, Billy Sunday Memorial 
Church . . . Sioux City, Iowa: 

Announced the death of your Father at meet- 
ing tonight. We all share with you your grief 


and sorrow. May God bless and comfort every- 
one there. 


Mr. Winrod’s 


Nephew . . 


Carroll Winrod, Father 
. Orinda, California: 


We send deepest sympathy to your Mother 
and to you all regretting the distance between us. 





Rev. and Mrs. M. C. Patterson, Student 
League of Many Nations . . . Providence, 
Rhode Island. 


Deeply regret hearing of your Father’s death. 
The League had special prayers this afternoon 
for you and your family that He will sustain and 
comfort you during this time of sorrow. Nahum 
1:7. 





The Honorable Justice William Smith, Su- 
preme Court of the State of Kansas ... To- 
peka, Kansas: 

Mrs. Smith and I extend our deep sympathy to 
you in this loss. It has been a good many years 


since I laid my father to rest down at Valley 
Falls. There has never been a day since that time 
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that I have not missed his fatherly counsel and 
encouragement. I know this loss will be deeply 


felt by you. Please believe you have two loyal 
friends who offer a prayer for you in this hour 
of sorrow. 


Dr. and Mrs. Leland L. Marion, Christian 
Temple . . . Pontiac, Michigan: 


The Pastor, officers and the whole church join 
together in expressing deepest sympathy in the 
passing of your loved one. Only in hours like 
this do we know in fullest measure the consola- 
tion of His promise. 


Rev. Henry Grube, Mobile Gospel Taber- 
nacle ., . Mobile, Alabama: 


Mrs. Grube and I both want you to know that 
we shall be remembering you in prayer in this, 
your hour of sorrow. We can appreciate in a 
way, the sorrow that must be in your heart at this 
time. It was only five months ago that my 
father went to be with the Lord. 


Rev. Clarence W. Atwater, Faith Gospel 
Tabernacle . . . Jamestown, New York: 


We are praying for you and yours that the go- 
ing home of father may be just one more anchor 
in* the Heavens for you all. You have been on 
our heart much lately and we have been praying 
that His blessing has been upon you every step 
of the way. Mrs. Atwater sends you the follow- 
ing message: “The fountain of joy is fed by tears, 
And love is lit by the breath of sighs, The deepest 
griefs and the wildest fears, Have holiest minis- 
tries.” 


Rev. L. S. Wiser, Baptist Evangelist .. . 
Jamestown, New York: 


Knowing you and your Father so well, I under- 
stand what his passing means to you. But this is 
an hour of victory for him. Having this conso- 
lation, you need none of mine, but the sympathy 
of understanding Christian friends helps at, such 
a time. 
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BRAIN BUILDING AND SOUL 
GROWTH. Dr. Gerald B. Winrod. De- 
fender Publishers. Pages 54. Price 35 
cents. 











We HAVE before us a copy of Dr. 
Winrod’s latest book . . . just pub- 
lished. It is divided into three sections: 


Chapter One, “Brain Building and “Soul 
Growth.” 

Chapter Two, “The Philosophy of Job.” 

Chapter Three, “The Philosophy of Job, 
Continued.” 


This book finds the Author at his best. 
The first Section is devoted to Christian 
psychology. We read: “There are meth- 
ods which may be profitably applied in 
awakening dormant elements, creating 
new capacities and increasing earning, 
learning and productive power of build- 
ing a successful personality. In this 
lecture, we shall examine ourselves in 
relation to mental environment with a 
view of determining how to become better 
students and more useful Christians.” 


Dr. Winrod says there are three Scrip- 
tural words in the original New Testa- 
ment Greek translated “life’ in the 
King James Version. of the Bible — but 
they mean three entirely different types 
of life. These words are “bios,” “psuche” 
and “zoa.” From bios comes our word 
biology and has to do with the life of the 
physical body. From psuche is derived 
the word psychic, meaning the life of 
the soul, the study of which constitutes 
psychology. From zoa, the New Testa- 
ment speaks of spiritual life. The pre- 
fix “eternal” is used in our version of the 
Scriptures only when zoa appears in the 
original text. The first section of the 
book is concerned primarily with the 
psuche life-level. : 

The substance and function of the soul 
is explained. The creative power of right 
thinking is discussed. The science of 
brain building is treated. The necessity 
of maintaining a constructive mental at- 
titude is emphasized. These pages sparkle 
with wit, striking illustrations and word 
pictures, used for driving home the facts 
and ideals which the Author is concerned 
to convey. 





The second Section, dealing with the 
Philosophy of Job, explains that the book 
of Job answers a question over which 
philosophers have puzzled from time im- 
memorial ... WHY DO GOOD PEOPLE 
HAVE TO SUFFER? 


Internal evidence of the story proves 
that Job lived during the patriarchal 
agé. The time and place are established. 
Archaeological science is consulted and 
ancient tablets examined for information 
about “A Babylonian Job,” who endured 
experiences similar to those of the pa- 
tient man of the Old Testament. 


Dr. Winrod says: “The book of Job is 
probably the oldest piece of literature in 
the world. It is written as a debate in 
poetic form, opening with a prologue and 
closing with an epilogue. These two 
statements give an historical aspect to 
what might otherwise be regarded as a 
contest of abstract reasonings.” 


* * * 
The third Section surveys the entire 


book of Job, presenting its message and 
meaning in five different Scenes or set- 


. tings: 


(a): The First Scene opens in the 
heavenlies, where a convocation of the 
sons of God is in progress—“and Satan 
came also.” 


Why was the devil admitted to this 
assemblage? Why did the life and in- 
tegrity of Job become a topic of discus- 
sion? From whence do demons come? 
How do they operate? 


(b) The Second Scene opens with Job 
under attack. Four blows fall in rapid 
succession. 


How was the good man attacked? 
Why? What was Job’s reaction to suf- 
fering and persecution? In what way 
were his calamities like those which 
come upon all children of God to greater 
or lesser degrees? 


(c) The Third Scene again lifts the 
reader into the heavenlies. Satan was 
defeated in the first round but retaliated 
by further berating the patriarch. 





+ just and inhuman persecution . . . 


Why was Job smitten with black lep- 
rosy? Why did he choose to lie in 
ashes? Did his integrity fully stand the 
test of this new attack? To what bounds 
was Satan’s assault circumscribed? : 


(d) The Fourth Scene portrays three 
of Job’s friends journeying across desert 
sands to comfort him. Their names are 
Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. 


What were the nationalities of these 
men? How long did they sit and gaze 
upon the pitiful sufferer? What ex- 
planation did Eliphaz give for human 
suffering? How did Bildad explain the 
origin of pain? Did Zophar have the 
true answer to the question, as to why 
good people suffer? What charges did 
they bring against Job?’ How did he 
answer them? 


(e) The Fifth Scene finds the patient 
sufferer dismissing the trio and extend- 
ing a hearty welcome to a young man 
named Elihu. 


Why did Job entertain a feeling of 
deepest respect for Elihu? To what 
source did Elihu trace the forces respon- 
sible for Job’s plight? Is it true that 
prosperity is an evidence of God’s pleas- 
ure with our lives? Is it true that ad- 
versity is an indication of divine dis- 
pleasure? 


* * * 

Dr. Winrod finds in the book of Job 
just the message, the teaching, the in- 
spiration, that Christian sufferers need 
today. These studies have brought com- 
fort to his heart, during recent months 
while passing through the fires of un- 
and 
he is glad to pass them along to others, 
through the pages of this, his most re- 
cent book. 





THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MOD- 
ERN SPEECH. Dr. Richard Francis 
‘Weymouth. The Pilgrim Press. Pages 
712. Price $3.00. 














HIS modern translation, a favorite of 
Pastors, Laymen and Scholars, is 
written in the language of today from 
—Turn To Page 26. 
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the original Greek texts. It represents 
the life work of Dr. Weymouth, for 
years a Fellow of University College... 
London, England. He was assisted in 
editing this, the Fifth Revision, by Dr. 
James Alexander Robertson, Professor of 
New Testament Language and Theology 
. .- Aberdeen, Scotland. These two emi- 
nent scholars have made a valuable con- 
tribution to the religious literature of 
the world. 


Probably no translation will ever dis- 
place in the hearts of Christians love 
for the King James Version. It has stoad 
the test, and the vernacular is known to 
everyone. However, the later transla- 
tions are helpful to students of the Word. 
Mind sharpens mind, and new thoughts 
emerge as one catches the ideas of oth- 
ers. Dr. Weymouth brings to light many 
priceless gems and delicate shades of 
meaning. Old and familiar phrases take 
on new meanings. Conversations are 
set apart by quotation marks. Notes and 
references are most helpful. An appek- 
dix adds comments on the text... on 
Roman Governors of Palestine ... on the 
money system of New Testament times 
and .. . the geography of countries 
discussed. 





MODERN SCIENCE AND THE 
GENESIS RECORD. Dr. Harry Rim- 
mer. Eerdman Publishing Company. 
Pages 292. Price $2.50. 











HIS volume is second of a series on 

Apologetics by Dr. Rimmer. Much 
of the material was first used in lecture 
form before student bodies, scientific and 
teaching assemblies, and Church audi- 
ences. It will strengthen the faith of 
believers and silence skeptics, agnostics 
and atheists. 


Dr. Rimmers says: We do not attempt 
te study the book of Genesis purely for 
its scientific value. We approach the 
study from that angle only that we may 
have additional illumination on the per- 
son and work of our Saviour. Therefore 
each of the studies in these work-days 
of God is concluded with a picture ‘of 
Him of whom Moses did speak.” 


He continues: “For more than fifty 
years the most brilliant minds that in- 
fidelity and modernism (the Siamese 
twins of Satan’s spawning) could mar- 
shal to the attack, have been concentrat- 
ed on the first chapter of Genesis. Moses 
has been defamed by these adversaries 
and contradicted from every conceivable 
angle because of his statements on the 





subject of special creation.” 


The thesis seeks to prove that Moses 
was a man of science, so far in advance 
of his time that many Genesis statements 
have been confirmed by scientists of the 
twentieth century. 


As readable as fiction and far more 
fascinating to the Bible-loving Christian, 
this volume is a constructive contribu- 
tion to current Christian literature. 
Among the religious publications that 
have recently released commendatory 
editorials on “Modern Science and the 
Genesis Record” is the Biblical Recorder 
which says: “It is hard to write in mod- 
erate terms of this book; fascinatingly 
and brilliantly written.” 





THE MESSAGE OF JUDE TO THE 
MODERN CHURCH. Dr. Ira Miller 
Published by I. A., Wagner. Pages 
148. Price $1.50. 











IHE Book of Jude, the shortest and 

one of the deepest in the entire Bible 
offers priceless information for Chris- 
tians. Rev. John Sanderson says in the 
Foreword to Dr. Miller’s book: “We need 
to be reminded that our God ‘is able to 
guard us from stumbling.’ We need the 
encouragement of the hope of being ‘pre- 
sented faultless before His presence.’ We 
need instruction concerning our dealings 
with weak brethren, with false brethren. 
This is Dr. Miller’s theme and object— 
to apply Jude’s message to our modern 
situation. We believe he knows whereof 
he speaks, and that his message should 
be heard by believers today who share 
our common salvation.” 


The treatise is divided into seven parts, 
embracing 23 chapters. The 25 verses 
of Jude are considered phrase by phrase. 
Three themes introduce the study: (1) 
There is a people in this world who be- 
long to Christ, (2) There is a Faith 
which has been delivered to Christians, 


‘for which they are to contend earnestly, 


(8) There are betrayers of that Faith, 
ungodly men, who have crept in with 
the design of destroying it, together with 
our souls. 


Jude, which is the most startling po- 
lemic recorded in all the pages of Holy 
Writ, closes with the grandest doxology 
of the Bible. The writer foresaw every 
heresy fully demonstrated to be false. He 
knew every hypocrite would be judged 
and cast out. The grand song of tri- 
umph follows the battle. “To him be 
glory, majesty, dominion, and power, be- 
fore all time, and now, and for evermore. 
AMEN!” 


This volume is manufactured in con- 
venient size, bound in dark blue cloth, 
lettered with gold. 





IF CHRIST HAD NOT COME. Rev. 
Jarrette Aycock. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House. Pages 131. Price $1.25. 











E HAVE before us a fine book that 
receives its title from the first of 

the ten Gospel sermons which it contains. 
Many have testified to blessings derived 
from hearing these messages at evan- 
gelistic meetings in various parts of the 
Country. This fact encouraged the Au- 
thor to send them forth in printed form. 


Other topics are as follows: “The Home 
Over There,” “The Cross,” “The Value of 
the Soul,” “What Think Ye of Christ?” 
“Salvation,” “The Book of Revelation,” 
“The Holy Spirit,” “Christ Our Pass- 
over,” and “The Amazing Book.” The 
concluding sermon of the series closes 
with these words: 


“The soldier who, single-handed, over- 
came his enemies and walks forth from 
the fight battle-scarred but victorious, 
is applauded for his success and dec- 
orated for his bravery. So let us applaud 
and decorate this amazing Book—hero of 
ten thousand battles, attacked by infi- 
dels and skeptics for centuries, besieged 
openly by enemies on one hand, and am- 
bushed by wolves in sheeps’ clothing on 
the other, yet standing today like a 
Gibraltar, the impregnable Rock on which 
our religion rests.” 





BIBLE GAMES. Dr. Mabel H. Han- 
sen. Zondervan Publishing House. 
Pages 40. Price 35 cents. 











R. HANSEN has written a number of 
books offering entertainment for 
groups of Christians at social gatherings. 
The present brochure is divided into four 
parts: Mixers, Choosing Partners, Quiet 
Games and Action Games. Instructions 
on how to give a successful Bible Party 
are included, making the book of more 
value to hostesses. 


Dr. Hansen says: “Because the Author 
has never found a book consisting en- 
tirely of Bible games, she has compiled 
this book, which contains many old games 
transformed, as well as new and original 
ones. Most of these Bible games are in- 
structive as well as entertaining to. the 
players, and are enjoyed by older folk 
and children alike. . 








Jesus Savese+:+++++: 
PINS $1.50 — 12-K. Gold 
Miss Grace Walker, 3400 Arakahoe 
Street, Denver 5, Colorado. 
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May 13, 1945 
The Tragedy of Israel 
T Kings 12 to II Kings 17 
ODLEN TEXT: “O magnify the Lord 
with me, and let us exalt his name 
together.” Psalms) 34:3. 


1. SOLOMON’S DEFECTION. David, 
born in poverty, reared in self-denial and 
self-reliance, won his way from the 
sheepfold to a position of great power 
and responsibility. Solomon, born amid 
wealth and reared in self-indulgence, in- 
herited a throne that cost him nothing. 
Given wisdom above all men, yet in forty 
years he succeeded in wrecking both him- 
self and the nation. 











There was a time when he walked 
humbly before God. Prosperity caused 
him to lose his spiritual moorings. He 
built magnificent buildings, strong for- 
tresses, great highways and other public 
work. Heavy taxes and enforced iabor 
caused seeds of rebellion and revolution 
to take root among the people. 


Meanwhile a new voice began to be 
heard in the Kingdom. Jeroboam rose to 
prominence. Solomon became jealous and 
ordered him killed. Jeroboam fled into 
exile, making his way to Egypt. Reho- 
boam, Solomon’s son, ascended to the 
throne. 


Jeroboam enjoyed the confidence of 
the people. There was wide-spread public 
demand for his return. Coming back 
from Egypt, he voiced the plea of the 
people ... . that Rehoboam reduce taxes, 
lift the yoke created by Solomon and 
restore liberty. 


If Rehoboam lived today, he would be 
classed as a radical, left-wing liberal. 


He gave the Kingdom a New Deal—con-. 


sisting of still higher taxes, a heavier 
yoke, less liberty, and more governmen- 
tal regulation of the personal lives of the 
citizens. He said: “And now whereas my 
father did lade you with a heavy yoke, 
I will add to your yoke: my father hath 
chastised you with whips, but I will chas- 
tise you with scorpions.” 

Loss of religious vitality was followed 


by political and economic ‘decay. This is 
the line of least resistance that nations 





follow, on the downgrade toward de- 
struction, “When Solomon was old, his 
wives turned away his heart after other 
gods.” He introduced worship of the 
pagan goddess Ashtoreth, and Milcom 
the abomination of the Ammonites. He 
built a High Place to the pagan deity, 
Chemosh, It is said that Solomon had a 
thousand wives, but only one son, Reho- 
boam—and he was a fool. 


Jeroboam possessed keen political 
acumen, His plea before Rehoboam com- 
pelled the King to do one of two things: 
(1) Win the loyalty of his subjects by 
reversing the policies of Solomon, or (2) 
force them into open rebellion. Rehoboam 
“forsook the counsel of the old men” and 
identified himself with a dangerous 
group of young radical brain trusters. 


2. JEROBOAM’S SIN. Rulers of na- 
tions simply reflect the dominant traits 
of the people who advance them to posi- 
tions of power and responsibility. Wicked 
tyrants do not force themselves upon na- 
tions. The weakened, depraved state of 
citizens resulting from the loss of na- 
tional character, makes it possible for 
evil geniuses to exercise the whip hand. 
The kingdom of Israel was so hopelessly 
apostate in the period now under consid- 
eration, that honest, intelligent leader- 
ship becomes impossible. Even Jeroboam 


turned out to be a tragie disappoint- 


ment. 


Rehoboam’s asinine behaviour fanned 
the flames of discontent and: precipitated 
a revolution. The kingdom was divided. 
Jeroboam headed one section of the popu- 
lation and Rehoboam the other. When 
Rehoboam established headquarters at 
Jerusalem, Jeroboam decided to inaugur- 
ate a false religious system in order to 
promote discord. 


Two “calves of gold” were erected, one 
at Dan on the north and the other at 
Beth-el in the south. These images prob- 
ably were patterned after the golden fig- 
ure of Mnevis, sacred calf of Heliopolis, 


-whose worship the apostate Jeroboam 


had doubtless witnessed while an exile 
in Egypt. The priestly tribe of Levi hav- 
ing united with Rehoboam, he appointed 
priests to serve the calves. He proclaimed 
a national feast day, saying, “Behold thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee up 


i, 





out of the land of Egypt.” What a blas- 
phemous lie! 


But even in this hour of darkness and 
declension, God had a faithful witness. 
The record says: “And there came a man 
of God out of Judah by the word of the 
Lord unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by 
the altar to burn incense. And he cried 
against the altar in the word of the Lord, 
and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the 
Lord; Behold a child shall be born unto 
the house of David, Josiah by name: and 
upon thee shall he offer the priests cf the 
high places that burn incense upon thee, 
and men’s bones shall be burnt upon 
thee.” Thus the priest of Judah de- 
nounced sin in the kingdom. Wicked rul- 
ers do not relish the presence, or approve 
the ministry of fearless religious leaders. 


Jeroboam stood the thrusts of the man 
of God as long as he could .. . and then 
finally gave the order, “Lay hold on 
him.” Saying this, he moved in the direc- 
tion of the messenger of God and reached 
for him. Immediately “his hand dried up, 
so that he could not pull it in again to 
him.” 

Chagrined, humbled, withered hand 
dangling limp at his side, the powerful 
renegade Jeroboam begged the prophet 
to accompany him home: “And the king 
said unto the man of God, come home 
with me, and refresh thyself, and I will 
give thee a reward. And the man of God 
said unto the king, If thou wilt give me 
half thine house, I will not go in with 
thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water in this place.” ‘ 


Although calf worship inaugurated by 
Jeroboam was not so disgusting as Solo- 
mon’s idolatry, it was nevertheless a 
daring and inexcusable sin. During the 
250 years that followed, the kingdom was 
ruled by nineteen kings, representing 
nine dynasties. Concerning seventeen of 
these kings it is said: “And he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord: 
He departed not from the sins of Jero- 
boam.” Of the remaining two, one reigned 
but one month, and Hoshea, the nine- 
teenth, “Did that which was evil in the 
sight of the Lord.” 

The historian says: “And the children 


of Israel walked in all the sins of Jero- 
—Turn To Page 28. 
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boam which he did; they departed not 
from them; until Jehovah removed Israel 
out of his sight, as he spake by all his 
servants the prophets. So Israel was car- 
ried away out of their own land to As- 
syria unto this day.” II Kings 17:22-23. 





May 20, 1945 
The Defeat of Judah 
I Kings 12 to II Kings 25, Jeremiah 18-29 











OLDEN TEXT: “Come, and let us re- 
turn unto the Lord.” Hosea 6:1. 


1. PERSECUTING THE PROPHETS. 
The monarchy of Israel presents a bloody 
picture. Jeroboam’s dynasty ended in the 
assassination of his son. Omri came to 
the throne and ruled for twelve years. 
He was succeeded by his son Ahab and 
vicious wife Jezebel. “And Ahab did 
more to provoke the Lord than all the 
kings before him.” 


They built an immense temple to Baal 
in Samaria, and another to Astarte at 
Jezreel. These were served by 850 
priests. Jezebel was responsible for a 
terrible persecution against God’s people. 
She and Ahab symbolize atheistic, com- 
munistic, Christ-hating,.church burning 
totalitarianism of the twentieth century. 
Such people despise true Gospel preach- 
ers—the prophets of God. Elijah sym- 
bolizes the latter group of persecuted 
Christians. 


True to form, Ahab accused the 
prophet of sedition. “Art thou he that 
troubleth Israel?” was the question 
Elijah had to face. But Ahab and Jeze- 
bel got their answer straight from the 
shoulder: “I have not troubled Israel; 
but thou and thy father’s house, in that 
ye have forsaken the commandments of 
the Lord, and thou hast foliowed 
Baalim.” 


This reply was followed by another 
verbal thunderbolt—a challenge that the 
prophets of Baal meet him on the top of 
Carmel. “How long halt ye between two 
opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: 
but if Baal, then follow him. The God 
that answereth by fire, let him be God.” 


The prophets of Baal _ shouted, 
screamed, agonized and lacerated their 
flesh. Nothing happened. Elijah uttered 
a petition of only 63 words. “Then the 
fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench.” The 





prophets of Baal TALKED, but Elijah 
PRAYED. There is a difference between 
talking and praying! 


Jezebel continued her persecution of 
Elijah but finally reached the end that 
must come to all who torture the serv- 
ants of God. Sooner or later such perse- 
cutors encounter divine wrath. The tragic 
fate of this vile person is recorded in 
II Kings 9:30-37. 


2. THE GREAT DECLINE. The de- 
terioration of any nation is always a sad 
story. Judah’s decline was slower than 
that of Israel, but equally inexorable. 
Only whole-hearted, far-reaching re- 
pentance and turning to God offered 
hope—and the people were too debauched 
to accept this remedy. Joash, Asa, Jehos- 
haphat, Hezekiah and Josiah made’ ef- 
forts to save the nation but their refor- 
mations barely scratched the surface. 


The great mass of sin-hardened people 
was saturated with idolatrous supersti- 
tion and drunk on the wine of heathenish 
fanaticism. The tree was dead at the 
roots. It was like an oak withstanding 
the storm of centuries, falling one calm 
day with a thunderous crash shattering 
trunk and boughs. Investigation showed 
the heart had been eaten away by ter- 
mites. 


Corruption finally came to a head. 
Judah was humiliated and subjugated. 
Jerusalem was laid in ruins. Her walls 
were broken down. Her temple was 
burned. King, nobles and people were 
slain or carried captive to Babylon. 


But for the rise of prophets and estab- 
lishment of the prophetical office, de- 
nouncing sin and spreading spiritual en- 
lightenment, the nation would have been 
wiped from the face of the earth. 
Prophets rated higher in shaping the 
destiny of the people than members of 
the Mosaic priesthood—for the latter 
was hereditary, while the existence of 
the former depended upon clear intel- 
lect, pure erhotion and holy living. 


3. THE WEEPING PROPHET. From 
Eden to the Manger there is a blood-line, 
a royal avenue of heredity, in which the 
Redeemer of the world was to be born. 
This is the great drama of the ages, the 
central theme of Old Testament history 
and prophecy. Otherwise mysterious 
providential happenings become under- 
standable when this sublime truth is 
borne in mind. 


Jeremiah stands out in bold relief, 
against a dark background, as one of the 
great voices of his nation. The sins of 
the people saddened him to the point 
where he became known as the “weep- 
ing prophet.” 





On a certain occasion, he was directed 
to watch a potter working on a lump of 
clay. The vessel was taking shape on the 
whirling wheel when suddenly it began 
to crumble. The wheel stopped, the pot- 
ter discarded the faulty portion and re- 
molded the remainder into a smaller, less 
beautiful bowl. The fault which marred 
the first vessel lay not in the hands of 
the workman, but the clay itself. Jere- 
miah saw the point and took courage. 
While nothing could restore Israel to its 
original purpose and position ... yet, 
although defective, it would survive 
under providential care until such time 
as the promise made in Eden would find 
fulfillment through the incarnation of 
the Eternal Son at Bethlehem. 


May 27, 1945 
The Return From Babylon 
Ezra and Nehemiah 














OLDEN TEXT: “Ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search 

for me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 
29:13. ; 


1. REBUILDING BROKEN ALTARS. 
Painful as was the Babylonian captivity, 
the experience proved helpful to the na- 
tion as a disciplinary measure. The most 
demoralizing development was the con- 
tact formed between Jewish leaders and 
members of the pagan priesthood of 
Babylon. Out of this relationship came 
the Talmud, an inhuman code which 
blinded the eyes and poisoned the hearts 
of all later generations. Jesus referred 
to the Talmudic system as “tradition,” 
and charged it with being responsible for 
the nation’s rejection of Him. Zedekiah 
was the last of the Jewish kings. His 
reign was terminated according to 
Ezekiel’s prophecy: “And thou, profane 
wicked prince of Israel, whose day is 
come, when iniquity shall have an end, 
thus saith the Lord God, Remove the 
diadem, and take off the crown. I will 
overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it 
shall be no more, until he come whose 
right it is; and I will give it to him.” 


Under the chastening hand of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, a remnant came to their 
spiritual senses. This Chaldean king took 
the crown from Zedekiah. His empire 
went to the Persians under Cyrus, in 538 
B. C., and they in turn succumbed to the 
Greek invasion of Alexander the Great 
two centuries later. In 63 B. C., Pompey, 
the Roman General, conquered Jerusalem 
and Rome held sway until 70 A. D. when 
the city was destroyed and its inhabi- 
tants scattered among all nations, The 
word of the Lord, given through Ezekiel, 


—Turn To Page 30. 
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was confirmed: “I will overturn, over- 
turn, overturn.” 


Israel’s prophecy anticipated the re- 
turn’ of a remnant from Babylon to 
Palestine: “Even saying to Jerusalem, 
Thou shalt be built, and to the temple. 
Thy foundation shall be laid.” The edict 
of Cyrus in 536 B.C. brought the sev- 
enty years of exile to an end. Three 
large groups under Zerubbabel, Ezra and 
Nehemiah left Babylon during the next 
century. There were also many smaller 
migrations. The temple was finally ré- 
built and the walls restored. 


Ezra was a far-seeing statesman. He 
knew that the cause of the calamity 
which befell his nation was primarily 
spiritual. Soon after his group returned, 
he had “the people gather themselves to- 
gether as one man at Jerusalem.” Then 
and there, the distinguished leader ex- 
plained the necessity of seeking God’s 
parental care ... and the altar, long since 
broken down, was rebuilt. Sacrifice was 
offered. “They kept also the feast of 
tabernacles.” “Now therefore make con- 
fession unto the Lord God of your 
fathers,” said Ezra. 


2. WORKING CONSTRUCTIVELY. 
Nehemiah’s exertions paralleled those of 
Ezra. He restored the city walls and in- 
stituted a system of civil government. 
He too emphasized the importance of 
seeking the mind and protective care of 
God for the welfare of the people. His 
prayer, recorded in Nehemiah 1:5-11 
could well be studied and emulated by all 
Americans in the present hour of sorrow 
and suffering.: 


Nehemiah found the walls had been 
destroyed, Their physical state symbol- 
ized the moral, religious, political and 
economic decadence into which the na- 
tion had fallen. “I went out by night,” 
he says, “and viewed the walls of Jeru- 
salem, which were broken down, and the 
gates thereof were consumed with fire.” 
He returned to the people and said: 
“LET US RISE UP AND BUILD.” 


Particular notice should be taken of 
the hardships and discouragements that 
he encountered. His experience was not 
unlike that of the twentieth century 
Christian who undertakes a piece of work 
in the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


RIDICULE: No sooner had Nehemiah made 
known what he proposed to do than enemies of 
God’s program sneered, jeered and ridiculed the 
project. Tebiah, the Ammonite, joked the build- 
ers, saying: “Even that which they built, tf a fox 
should ge up, he shall even break down their 
stone wall.” 


ANGER: Failing to weaken the workers with 
ridicule, the destructionists became angry and 
heaped upon Nehemiah a torrent of abuse. “San- 
ballet and Tobiah began to be very wroth.” 


CONSPIRACY: Next, a conspiracy was 
hatched. The destroyers sought to uitdermine the 
undertaking. They organized to thwart the pro- 
gram. “And conspired all of them together to 
fight and to hinder it.” 


DISCOURAGEMENTS: By this time, som. 
Nehemiah’s own people had grown timid under th. 
lash of perseeution. They were frightened and 
many withdrew from the task. The leader dealt 
with this defection within his ranks, saying: “Be 
not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which 
is great and terrible . . . We returned all of us 
to the wall, every one unto his work.” 


WEAPONS: The time came when it was neces- 
sary to arm every workman with a weapon of de- 
fense. Christians must likewise be vigilant, ready 
for every emergency. “For the builders, every 
one had his sword girded by his side, and so 
builded.” 


CONSTRUCTIVE. The wall rose higher and 
higher. The higher it grew, the smaller the enemies 
appeared to be, down on the ground. Nehemiah 
refused to be sidetracked. He maintained the con- 
structive attitude. He went ahead with his job. 
Finally, the destroyers shouted up, daring him 
te come down to their level and fight. He simply 
answered: “I AM DOING A GREAT WORK, SO 
THAT I CANNOT COME DOWN.” 


Every thought, word and deed origin- 
ates from one of two sources. It is either 
NEGATIVE or POSITIVE. It is either 
DESTRUCTIVE or CONSTRUCTIVE. 
Christians, working in the service of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, should at all times be 
motivated by the Constructive ideal— 
like Nehemiah of old. 





June 3, 1945 
Between the Testaments 
Mal. 3:1-3; Luke 1:68-78; Gal. 4:4-5 











OLDEN TEXT: “I am the way. the 
truth, and the life.” John 14:6. 


1. LAST OF THE PROPHETS. There 
is no way of computing tke value of the 
Old Testament prophetical message to 
the human family. Malachi, a contempo- 
rary with Nehemiah was the last proph- 
etic voice heard until John the Baptist 
broke the silence of more than four hun- 
dred years—“the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight.” 


Malachi knew what abominable sins 
the nation had brought from Babylon. 
His book is devoted largely to denuncia- 
tions of the priesthood which assumed 
rulership over the people. The pagan 
Babylonian system, created originally by 
Nimrod and Semiramus, left ugly 
blotches upon the souls of the returning 
masses. 


The priests, so vigorously condemned 
by Malachi in his day, were the religious 





| ancestors of those whose Talmudic teach- 





ings would later cause the rejection of 
Christ . . . and provoke the leaders of 
their race to shout, “His blood be upon 
us and upon our children.” 


The prophet listed six major sins on 
the part of the people and urged national 
repentance; (1) They tolerated false 
priests, Malachi 1:6-14 and 2:1-16. (2) 
They scoffed at God’s mercy and good- 
ness, Malachi 1:2 (3) They offered blem- 
ished sacrifices and otherwise profaned 
true worship, Malachi 1:6-14. (4) They 
committed the sin of insincere religious 
profession, Malachi 2:17. (5) They dealt 
treacherously with each other, Malachi 
2:10. (6) They robbed God in tithes and 
offerings, Malachi 3:8-11. 


This faithful prophet also announced 
the coming of John the Baptist: “Behold 
I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me: And the 
Lord shall suddenly come to his temple.” 


2. THE POLITICAL INTERVAL. Dur- 
ing the four hundred years interim, the 
nation had no king. Priests governed the 
people and dominated their religious 
thought. Vicious, inhuman shackles, - 
aptly called “traditions of the fathers,” 
were forged upon the masses. 


This priesthood became the legislative 
body and abused its powers. A move- 
ment was introduced to bring in Greek 
culture. Several sects arose: the Phari- 
sees, Sadducees and Essenes, with their 
various Babylonian doctrines, turning 
people from the pure teaching of the 
prophets. Concerning these wicked lead- 
ers Jesus said: “Ye hypocrites, well did 
Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This 
people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoreth me with their lips; 
but their heart is far from me. But in 
vain do they worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of men, He 
also called them “serpents,” “vipers,” 
“whited sepulchers,” etc. 


Meanwhile the wings of the winged 
lion of Chaldea (Daniel 7:3-7) were 
plucked by the lop-sided bear of Medo- 
Persia, which in ‘turn fell before the 
fierce leopard of Alexander, the Mace- 
donian, From this four-headed leopard, 
at the death of Alexander, came the 
quartered empire of Greece. Judea be- 
came subject to the Ptolemies of Egypt 
and the Antiochan rulers of Syria. One 
period of freedom marks the era, when 
the Maccabees led a revolt against the 
Syrian Antiochus Epiphanes. For a cen- 
tury this family directed the rebellion, 
but fell at last before the iron beast of 
Rome under Pompey in 63 B. C. Israel 
later became scattered in fulfillment of 
Deuteronomy 28:46-68. 


3. THE FULNESS OF THE TIME. 





The world was in a state of expectancy. 
Scholars, studying not only Hebrew 
Scriptures but other sacred writings of 
the East, spoke of the imminency of a 
promised Leader. Astronomers watched 
the heavens for signs. Caesar Augustus 
sat upon the throne of a world empire. 


* the doors of the Temple of two-headed 


Janus were closed, signifying world 
peace for the second time in the history 
of Rome. Upon the chess-board of his- 
tory the nations had moved to prepare 
the world for the “fulness of the time.” 
A decree went forth from Rome that all 
persons must be registered for taxation, 
each in the place of his birth. . . that 
Micah 5:2 might be fulfilled. 





June 10, 1945 
The Ministry of Jesus 
Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:16-21; Mark 8:27-31 











OLDEN TEXT: “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” John 10:10. 


1. JOHN AND JESUS. Gabriel, the 
prophet angel, appeared to Zacharias in 
the Temple and announced the birth of 
a son to be named John. He appeared to 
the Virgin Mary a short time later, say- 
ing: “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast 
found favor with God. And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS. He shall be great and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest.” 


The trumpet voice of “one crying in 
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight,” was 
silent. From the day Jesus of Nazareth 
emerged out of the baptismal waters, the 
ministry of John declined. He was happy 
to see his followers turn to the new 
Evangelist. “Ye yourselves bear me wit- 
ness that I said, I am not the Christ, but, 
that I am sent before him. He must in- 
crease, but I must decrease. He that com- 
eth from heaven is above all.” 


John did his work well, with no 
thought of self-glory. His message blend- 
ed with that of Jesus, in proclaiming 
the coming Kingdom of Heaven. Fear- 
lessness in rebuking the dissolute Herod 
cost him his life. Regarding this good 
man, Jesus said: “Among them that 
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are born of women there hath not risen 
a greater than John the Baptist.” 


To this encomium Jesus added the sig- 
nificant words: “Notwithstanding he that 
is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.” John, living under the 
Old Covenant, died without receiving the 
blessings and opportunities accruing to 
the weakest Christian under the New 
Covenant. 


2. GOOD NEWS. The word “GOSPEL” 
is derived from the Anglo-Saxon “GOD- 
SPEL” and means a good story, or good 
news. The word “NEWS” is composed of 
the first letters of North, East, West and 
South. The Good News is for all the 
world, reaching out in all four directions, 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. 


Jesus was accustomed to attending 
religious worship on the Sabbath. As 
Christian believers, we should take care 
to follow His example. He read the 
Scriptures in the synagogue of His home 
town Nazareth .. . taking the sixty-first 
chapter of Isaiah as a text. Concluding 
the passage, He explained that the 
prophecy was then and there finding ful- 
fillment. “This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears.” 


For a year after Jesus’ baptism, He 
and John conducted simultaneous evan- 
gelistic campaigns—John along the Jor- 
dan Valley, through Perea and the out- 
skirts of Galilee. Jesus in Judea, Samaria 
and Galilee. After John was slain, Jesus 
concentrated largely upon Galilee, which 
was then ripe unto harvest. He healed 
the sick, cleansed the leper, raised the 
dead, forgave sins and spoke with author- 
ity. The message’ concerning His mis- 
sion and deity was necessarily gradual. 
The full extent of the Good News could 
not be proclaimed until later, since the 
program involved not only His life and 
teaching, but death, Resurrection and 
Ascension. 


. Defender .. . 31 


The people of Nazareth failed to prop- 
erly evaluate the Person of the Christ. 
To them, He was too common. They knew 
also that He had the illwill of the Jewish 
leaders. But rejection of truth does not 
alter facts. The Nazarenes lost a won- 
derful opportunity. What shall we say 
of people today, to whom the Gospel 
message has grown common? They have 
heard it over and over again, so many 
times, that their hearts are calloused to 
its beauties. 








3. THE GREAT COMMISSION. Peter 
voiced the fundamental truth of the Gos- 
pel when he made his declaration of faith 
in the deity of Christ: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Upon 
that fact is based the purpose of the 
ages. God came to man in the Person of 
Christ Jesus, and His mercy is free as 
the sunlight. The Gospel is God pleading 
with the rebel heart of man, for recon- 
ciliatton to Him, Eternal love provided 
this divine plan of redemption and threw 
open the portals of Heaven to “whoso- 
ever will.” For those who will accept, 
this is indeed glorious news. 
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